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1. Trustees 

Dugan Cummings (Friends House Meeting) Clerk, NW London AM 
David Hickok (Friends House Meeting) 
Carolyn Hayman (Hampstead Meeting) 
Mary Lou Leavitt (Hampstead Meeting) 
Christopher Loveday (Finchley Meeting) 
Tom Baker (Golders Green Meeting) 
Vas Shend’ge (Golders Green Meeting) 
Vicki Turmaine (Edgware Meeting) 
Martin Wilkinson (Muswell Hill Meeting) 

 
The charity’s key officers in 2017 were: 

Dugan Cummings – clerk 
Jean Jenn – assistant clerk 
Neil Jarvis – assistant clerk (membership) 
David Hickok – treasurer 

 
The trustees, and the clerk of trustees, are appointed by the Area Meeting at a Meeting for 
Worship for Business. 
 
During 2017 Trustees met twice.  One meeting was also held with Clerks to Local Meeting’s 
Premises Committees, Resident Quakers, and representatives from London Quakers 
Property Trust. 
 
The Meeting's main bank accounts are held at  

CAFBANK 
25 Kings Hill Ave, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent ME19 4JQ 
Tel : 0300 123 000 
General account No 00001039 
Designated account No 00005871 

mailto:mark.tod@sky.com
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Our investments are detailed in the attached accounts and are held by: 
Friends Trusts Ltd 
Friends House, 173 Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ 
Tel : 020 7663 1000 

 
Independent Examiner for 2017 accounts: 

David Stephens (Chartered Certified Accountant) 
13 Newlands Road 
Tunbridge Wells 
Kent, TN4 9AS 

 
2. Governance 

The governing document of the charity, adopted by the Area Meeting on 13 September 2007 
is on our website or a copy can be obtained from the clerk. 
 
The intention is to stay as far as possible within the organisational structure that has existed 
since the formation of the charity in 1943, on the grounds that it continues to serve us and 
conforms to our religious beliefs. 
 
The clerks and treasurers of the Local Meetings, the clerk and the Area Meeting treasurer, 
when in membership of the Society of Friends, are normally the trustees of the charity, 
subject to their consent.  The aim is for each Local Meeting to be represented. 
 
3. Induction and Training of Trustees 

Trustees have received the following: 
  The Essential Trustee: What You Need to Know – Charity Commission 

Handbook for Trustees of Quaker Meetings – Quaker Stewardship Committee (2014) 
Constitution – North West London Area Meeting 
North West London Area Meeting: Terms of Reference – Area Meeting of North West 
London 
North West London Area Meeting: Introduction to Terms of Reference – Area Meeting of 
North West London 

 
All trustees have completed the Disclosure of Interests form.  New trustees are also given 
copies of the minutes of the previous year’s meetings. 
 
Courses for trustees are held from time to time at the Quaker Study Centre, Woodbrooke.  
Trustees are firmly encouraged to attend. 
 
4. Charitable Registration 

The charity was excepted from registration until 2008, by virtue of Statutory Instruments 180 
of 1996 and 1596 of 2002, but following changes in legislation an application to register was 
made.  Our application for registration, with the constitution adopted by the Area Meeting in 
September 2007, was submitted to the Charity Commission in February 2009.  The charity 
was registered on 26 February 2010 and the number is 1134529. 
 
5. Objectives of the Charity and Public Benefit 

Under the terms of our governing document, the object of the charity is the furtherance of 
the general religious and charitable purposes of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
in Britain, in the area of North West London Area Quaker Meeting and beyond. 
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The essential purpose of the Area Meeting (AM), and its constituent Local Meetings (LM), is 
to nurture and sustain the spiritual life of our meetings, to provide pastoral care for our 
members and all others associated with our meetings, and to inspire and support our 
members' Quaker witness in the world. 
 
Consideration has been given to the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit and, 
in particular the specific guidance on charities for the advancement of religion. 

 The trustees consider that Meetings for Worship, and the other activities of our Local 
Meetings and of the Area Meeting, enable not only our members, but all who are 
interested, to deepen and live out their faith as part of our community. 

 Reports on the worship and activities of our Area and Local Meetings are set out in 
Section 8. 

 Section 9 of this report lists the membership of each of our local meetings and also 
the number of non-members (Attenders) who regularly attend our meetings. 

 Quaker Quest, which originated in our Area Meeting, continues to offer teaching and 
experience of Quaker worship to the public every Monday, apart from those which 
are public holidays.  The report on their 16th year follows in the next section. 

 The Kindlers, another Quaker group originating in our Area Meeting, continues to 
work on deepening our worship and strengthening the bonds of our 
communities.  The report on their 10th year follows in the next section. 

 The letting of our meeting houses at reasonable rates to a number of community 
groups is also of public benefit. 

The charity trustees therefore firmly believe they have complied with their duty to have due 
regard to the guidance on public benefit, published by the Charity Commission. 
 
6. Risk Assessment 

A register of the risks facing the charity was drawn up, discussed and accepted by the charity 
in 2007.  It was revised at the beginning of 2012 and it is reviewed annually by trustees.  An 
appropriately adapted register is also drawn up and regularly reviewed by each Local 
Meeting. 
 
Our policy on Safeguarding children was completely revised in 2013 and the new section on 
safeguarding vulnerable adults was adopted in 2014.  It is reviewed annually.  No Trustees 
or volunteers work directly with vulnerable people.  Nevertheless we encourage volunteers 
to have DBS checks and they have done so.  We sought and received assurance from the 
Insurers of our buildings, that provided we adhered to our Safeguarding policy, our insurance 
covered the risk of any safeguarding incidents. 
 
There have been no serious incidents or other troubling matters relating to the charity over 
the financial year. 
 
7. Meeting Houses 

The addresses of the six constituent Local Meetings (where Meetings for Worship are held 
weekly) are  
 Friends Meeting House Edgware, Rectory Lane, EDGWARE.  HA8 7LG 
 Quaker Meeting House Finchley, 58 Alexandra Grove, LONDON,  N12 8HG 
 Friends House, 173 Euston Road, LONDON NW1 2BJ 
 Friends Meeting House Golders Green, 17 North Square, LONDON. NW11 7AD 
 Friends Meeting House Hampstead, 120 Heath Street, LONDON.  NW3 1DR  
 Quaker Meeting House Muswell Hill, Church Crescent, LONDON.  N10 3NE 
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Friends House, Euston Road, is 
the headquarters of the Religious 
Society of Friends (Quakers) in 
Britain. 
 
 
Friends House Local Meeting, our 
Mid-Week Meeting and the 
London Friends Programmed 
Meeting for Worship have use of 
rooms there for their activities. 
 
  

The Area Meeting has the use of the other five meeting houses listed.  It is the beneficial 
user and takes decisions relating to the opening and closure of meeting houses.  The 
meeting houses are maintained on a day to day basis through the appointment of local 
premises committees – one for each meeting house.  During the year Trustees called two 
meetings with the Clerks of Local Meeting Premises Committees to compare costs and 
service providers, and to share best practice. 
 
London Quakers Property Trust is a Quaker institution originally started by George Fox in 
1671 as Six Weeks Meeting.  It is a company limited by guarantee and a registered charity 
– its main objectives are to support Quaker meetings across London by owning, maintaining, 
preserving and insuring the places of worship and their contents.  It funds major expenditure 
and improvements to Quaker properties in the London area.  Our meeting houses’ capital 
value, income and expenditure returns to the meeting houses are included in its accounts.  
It is funded by levying a quota based on the number of members in each Area Meeting, 
together with any net profit made by letting rooms in the meeting houses.  Its Trustees are 
representatives from the seven London Area Meetings, of which North West London Area 
Quaker Meeting is one.  Our three representatives have attended all its meetings. 
 
Jordans Burial Ground 
Jordans Burial Ground, which derives from a legacy of 1734, is jointly owned by NW London 
and London West Area Meetings.  Members of both Area Meetings have the right to be 
buried or have their ashes scattered there. 
 
8. Activities and Achievements 

The principal activity is the holding of Meetings for Worship in our six constituent Local 
Meetings: Edgware, Finchley, Friends House (Euston Road), Golders Green, Hampstead, 
and Muswell Hill.  All are welcome to our Meetings for Worship which take place on Sunday 
mornings (at 10:30 at Edgware and Finchley and at 11am in the other Local Meetings).  
There are also Meetings for Worship every Wednesday at 1:15pm at Hampstead, every 
Thursday at 6:30pm at the Quaker Centre (Friends House), and the Programmed Meeting 
at 2:00pm on the third Sunday of each month at Friends House.  There is also an early 
meeting for worship at Hampstead on the first Sunday of the month at 9:30am. 
 
The Area Meeting is in good health spiritually and its meetings are well attended.  But 
declining numbers in our smaller Local Meetings make it difficult for them to find volunteers 
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to fill all the skilled roles.  We have been paying for professional help with our Consolidated 
Accounts for many years and we now have a part-time bookkeeper to help with accounts of 
our Area and Local Meetings. 
 
The main activities and achievements of the Area Meeting in the year were: 

 Setting up the Elizabeth Brown Fund to promote Retreats from across London, at 
Golders Green meeting house.  The fund comes under the supervision of our Area 
Meeting. 

 Enjoying a very successful and popular residential weekend at High Leigh in May 
2017. 

 Hosting a successful exhibition of panels from the Quaker Tapestry in The Light at 
Friends House in August, which attracted 1524 visitors. 

 Considering together in August, questions on membership posed by Quaker Life. 

 Holding our business meetings bi-monthly, generally on a weekday evening. 

 Publishing our bi-monthly newsletter Quaker NeWs London, which is distributed to 
our members and attenders, and also to neighbouring Area Meetings. 

 Nominating and appointmenting Friends to the Area Meeting's offices and 
committees.  We encourage and pay for Friends to attend training courses to help 
them carry out these duties. 

 Sending representatives to the bi-monthly Meeting for Sufferings, (the standing 
representative body entrusted with the care of the business of the Britain Yearly 
Meeting (BYM) through the year). 

 Sending representatives to the London-wide London Quakers Property Trust 
(formerly Six Weeks Meeting) which has responsibility for all our Quaker Meeting 
Houses. 

 Sending representatives to the annual conference of Quaker Peace and Social 
Witness, and the two conferences of Quaker Life. 
 

Elders and Overseers 

Elders are appointed to promote the right holding of meetings for worship.  Overseers are 
appointed to provide pastoral care for those in the meeting.  Appointments are made by the 
Area Meeting, are for three years and may be renewed once. 
 

We held two evening meetings of Elders and Overseers in 2017. 
 

At our March meeting our main discussion was on mental health.  There are two aspects to 
this: how to respond to people with mental health issues in our meetings, and whether there 
is a distinctive Quaker voice on mental health.  Our rich discussion touched on confidentiality 
and letting it be up to the person, as far as possible with respect to safeguarding policy, how 
widely to share their story.  We reminded ourselves that people in mental distress are very 
welcome in our meetings: they are us, not them.  However, sometimes it is necessary to 
take steps to prevent someone having a disruptive effect on a meeting.  We noted that there 
was to be a Mental Health forum for Quakers at the Retreat in York in December and were 
glad that two of our number were able to attend. 
 

In October we shared experiences of holding discussion groups, which all of our local 
meetings do, both on Sundays and weekday evenings.  These groups can be for 
newcomers, but are open for all, helping to deepen community and to encourage people to 
share and deepen their spiritual experiences.  We were thinking of the needs of people who 
have attended Quaker Quest and may miss the stimulation provided there in their early 
years with Quakers; and of people with busy schedules who might not be able to get to 
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events at their local meeting.  We also heard about how Golders Green offer their meeting 
house for retreats for both Quakers and other groups.  
 

There was also an opportunity for elders and overseers who were at the residential meeting 
at High Leigh in May to meet and talk over lunch. 

Susan Seymour 

Convenor of AM Elders and Overseers in 2017 
 

 

Area Meeting Clerks’ Report 2017 

How does Truth Prosper at Your Meeting 
Charity law requires us to report on our work every year.  Local meetings are already writing 
a report of their activities for our Annual Report, so instead of asking for the traditional 
Triennial Report on the life and service of your meeting, once again we asked each local 
meeting, when they hosted our Area Meeting, to tell us how truth prospers amongst them. 
 
Local meetings considered the question together.  Area Meetings held in 2017 heard about 
how the Truth prospers in each of our six local meetings.  Their written reports have been 
filed with our minutes and are also published in our newsletter. 
 
Area Meeting committees 
We think Friends should be aware of the work which is done for them by AM committees. 
In 2017 we had reports from: 

Finance Committee – with budget in March and accounts in July 
Trustees – Annual Report and accounts in July and meeting with Resident Quakers 
Hospital Visitors – report given in January. 
 

With support from the Children and Young Persons officers at Quaker Life, we held a very 
useful workshop on Babies, Toddlers and Families in Our Meetings on 11 March 2017. 
 
The High Leigh residential weekend in May was a great success.  We had a lively 
presentation by participants from all our local meetings and from the Programmed meeting 
at our Area Meeting in September and they all wrote contributions for our newsletter. 
 
We considered together questions on membership raised by Quaker Life in April 2017, and 
sent them our responses in September. 
 
Premises 
We signed the Memorandum of Understanding between our Area Meeting and London 
Quakers Property Trust. 
 
Communication 
Our newsletter was published after each of our six Area Meetings.  It is sent by email to our 
members and attenders, and beyond to neighbouring Area Meetings.  Copies are printed 
for those without email. 
 
Reports from Meeting for Sufferings 
We have enjoyed some lively reports from our Meeting for Sufferings Representative which 
have engaged us in the issues under consideration. 
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Conferences 
We sent two Friends to represent us at the Quaker Peace and Social Witness conference 
24-26 March 
Their reports were published in our newsletter. 

Dugan Cummings & Jean Jenn 
 

Local Meetings 

Each of the Local Meetings also arranges its own activities, including discussion groups on 
spiritual topics, and social occasions.  Several are members of ecumenical Church groups 
in their area. 
 
The meeting houses in Golders Green and Hampstead were open to the public during Open 
House weekend in September. 
 
 
Edgware Meeting 

Friends, we at Edgware are currently 

going through a period of discernment 

concerning the question “How Does the 

Truth Prosper at our meeting?” and 

whether we can continue as an active 

local meeting. Since our report in March 

last year our community has become 

even smaller, due to two of our members 

moving away and the sad death of 

another.  We now have four members 

and one regular attender, who will also 

shortly move away.  We have occasional 

visitors, but none have become regular 

members of our community.  

 

We have appointed a clerk and a premises committee of three, but we share responsibilities 

for eldership and oversight, and we have not been able to appoint a treasurer. We are 

grateful to David Hickock who has agreed to take on this role for us temporarily. The meeting 

house is fully let when we are not using it, to diverse organisations including a Muslim group, 

Weight Watchers, Pilates, Sexaholics Anonymous and a children’s nursery. We also 

continue to promote and support the Child Contact Centre. We discuss applications for new 

regular lettings to ensure that they do not conflict with our Quaker principles and testimonies, 

and we are grateful for the services of Wendrie Heywood of MBS Ltd in managing our 

lettings and handling queries.  

At our last business meeting in March we started the process of discernment and agreed to 

hold meetings for worship at Edgware only twice a month, so that we can visit other local 

meetings to aid our decision making about the way forward. We will review this at our next 

business meeting in July. 

We value the support of Friends in Area Meeting, and we would welcome visitors to our 

meetings for worship, on the second and fourth Sundays of the month, to share our 

experience and community. 
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Finchley Meeting 
 
Our meeting continues to flourish. As one 
Friend commented: “I never cease to be 
amazed at the continuing vitality of 
Finchley Meeting.  We nearly went under 
five years ago, but have bounced back, 
even though we are still only a small 
meeting”. Being a small meeting is by no 
means a disadvantage we feel as the 
quality of our Meetings for Worship is 
enhanced rather than diminished. 
 

 

We have members and attenders aged from the 80s to under one, including several 
attenders resident abroad who join with us when in the UK.  We have enjoyed welcoming 
new visitors and welcoming back Friends who have worshipped with us previously. 
 
We continue our weekly Meetings for Worship, monthly discussion events and monthly 
children’s and young people’s meetings. We don’t always do things in traditional Quaker 
ways, but we find people for the jobs, and ways of our own to fit the situations.  Our lettings 
continue to flourish and we are grateful to our Resident Friends for their excellent care of 
our Meeting House and of our hirers.  
 
Our book group is thriving, with lively and stimulating discussions. We are currently reading 
Harvey Gillman’s “Words”.  We continue with our regular Board Games where we are also 
joined by one or two members from the local community. In March, we hosted a workshop: 
“Celebrating babies, toddlers and families in Quaker meetings”, organised by Jean Jenn and 
Leonora Davies and run by the Quaker Life Children and Young People’s Team. We were 
joined by families and young children, including our Resident children, and it was a lovely 
way to engage with how we can encourage our meetings to be really inclusive. Our young 
people continue to enjoy activities as part of the London Link Group: “I enjoyed my time at 
Brighton very much. I got to see much of Brighton as we were allowed to walk about in the 
afternoon. We also got to visit The Waste House – quite literally a house made of waste. 
Beds are better than having to sleep on the Meeting House floor, which was very 
uncomfortable, especially as I forgot to bring a mat with me!” 
 
This year, we are looking forward to celebrating 20 years of the Joyce Green Association. 
The Association was formally recognised by the Charity Commission in December 1997.  
We are planning an event during Quaker week (30 September) when we are hoping that 
representatives of the organisations we’ve supported over the years will be there, as well as 
Finchley members of the Association including some former founder members. We are very 
grateful to our Area Meeting representatives who have supported us over the years and we 
hope that Friends from our Area Meeting will also attend our celebrations.  
 
Here are a few facts and figures. We have given out 146 grants, amounting to nearly 
£260,000. At the end of December 2016, our funds totalled just over £351,000. To put that 
another way, we have distributed around 80% of the original legacy that we were given and 
our funds remain healthy, thanks to our advisers, Investing Ethically. We have supported a 
large variety of Quaker and non-Quaker local, national and international organisations over 
the years, such as: Quaker Peace and Social Witness, The Kindlers, LEAP Confronting 
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Conflict, Homeless Action in Barnet, Ramallah Friends School (Palestine), North London 
Hospice, the Prison Phoenix Trust, Friends House (Moscow), Emergency Nutrition Network, 
Street Talk; and we have recently given grants to various refugee support groups.  
 
In autumn 2016 one of our members heard about an interfaith initiative in Barnet, led by 
Finchley Progressive Synagogue, bringing 50 Syrian refugees into the Borough.  By 
November four members of Finchley Meeting were involved in a weekly Coffee Club hosted 
by the Barnet Refugee Welcome Group.  The club initially focussed on bringing the new 
residents and their families together for refreshments, socialising and speaking 
English.  Over the last few months the activities have become more focussed to meet 
specific needs including job search, visits to parks, English for the young mothers, 
supervised toddler groups and a wide range of information sessions 
 
Ten of us (all ages) attended the AM High Leigh weekend and came back bursting with 
enthusiasm.  
 
 
Friends House Meeting 

 

 
We have a special ministry of welcoming both Quakers and non-Quakers to Sunday worship 
and to introduce some to Quakerism for the first time.  We worship in Friends' House, the 
headquarters of Quakers in Britain.  Therefore we are blessed by many Quaker visitors each 
week from around the UK and all parts of the world. On one memorable Sunday all the 
continents except Antarctica were represented.  Most Sundays we have not only regular 
visitors, but visitors for whom our meeting is their first experience of Quaker worship. 
Newcomers are a helpful reminder for our long-time members and attenders to 'remain open 
to new light from whatever source it may come’ 
 
However this also brings its own challenges.  How do we nurture the newcomers' growth 
alongside our own? How do we integrate them into the discipline required at our meetings 
for worship for business? How to we continue to develop the understanding of all our 
members and attenders?  We are currently working on developing a deeper understanding 
of our Quaker discipline by the meeting. 
 



 

10 

 

It has been important to manage the inevitable conflicts that can happen when any group of 
people function together & not to brush such conflicts under the carpet, but to deal with them 
lovingly and constructively.  Many were challenged and distressed by the outcome of the 
Brexit referendum. A threshing meeting, held to help deal with the hurt, frustration and anger 
that this led to, was felt to be a constructive way of helping Friends deal with the issues more 
positively and feel heard & supported. 
 
We continue to seek to know each other in the things which are eternal. 
 
Some words from the Meeting's individual voices: 
A new Member 
Quite simply, local Sunday meeting for worship at Friends House is the focal point for my 
Quaker life. We are blessed with a meeting that shares the same Friends House as Quaker 
Quest on Mondays, six mid-day meetings for worship, to say nothing of the fine Friends 
House library. 
 
Two Long-Standing Members 
I come to meeting (when well enough) because, after all these years, it still gives me the 
strong sense of people gathering for a purpose. I feel that Truth does prosper in Friends' 
House meeting, but as we get too tired to stay for the excellent and varied “events”, our 
experience these days is confined to the meeting for worship itself.  
New people keep coming to FH meeting, and a fair number stick….. 
we’re impressed by their readiness to dive in and take on the jobs involved. 
 
I don’t think either of us have ever been weighty Friends, just hard-working ones, doing the 
jobs we could do. My wife has always enjoyed these useful roles, lacking, as she says, 
“much sense of the numinous.”  One way and another, it has always been an enriching part 
of our life. 
 
An Attender 
There is warmth & welcome; you feel at home and among people who understand you. 
 
A visitor 
A large meeting such as FHM allows a degree of anonymity.  You can feel free - there is no 
pressure to do anything – you can join in if you wish to, without obligation.  If you want help, 
you just ask and it will be given. You feel free, not burdened. 
 
An Attender 
Sunday Meeting for Worship at Friends' House gives me the opportunity to soul-search 
myself in a non-judgemental way. It gives me strength that I need to endeavour and live by 
all the Quaker principles and values.  To see the light.  
 
In conclusion, it seems to us that our main contribution to the life of Friends is our Ministry 
of Welcome. 
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Golders Green Meeting 
 
We are a medium sized Meeting with 
usually about fifteen Friends at Sunday 
Meeting for Worship and are delighted 
that we have a number of nonagenarian 
Friends who bring with them many years 
of Quaker experience and gravitas. We 
have been inspired by the optimism and 
determination of some of our older friends 
in overcoming significant health issues.  

We were sad to lose recently our nearly nonagenarian Friend Trevor Broomhall who passed 
away in May. We will miss his enduring commitment and deep faith. 
 
Our Sunday Meeting for Worship tends to be more silent ministry than spoken and this is 
something that some Friends find of great value. We are thankful that we have had some 
truly Gathered meetings in the past year, “listening to the silence”.  Friends feel that our 
Meeting has an atmosphere of kindness and openness of peoples’ hearts.  And we are ever 
grateful to our Friend Nancy Carter for all her efforts in keeping the Meeting happily supplied 
with good quality biscuits! 
 
We also have a number of younger Friends but our average age is ever increasing which 
brings with it a certain amount of challenge in filling all of the Services needed to run the 
Meeting.  However so far we have been given the grace to meet that challenge, in particular 
through the service of our new Treasurer who is also Clerk of Premises, and there are 
indications at present that we may be seeing new Friends joining us so that eventually the 
Services can be more evenly spread.  We would also like to thank Friends who have faithfully 
and enthusiastically served as Treasurer and members of Premises committee over the past 
three years.  We are aware as a Meeting that there is more we could do to help younger 
families with children and some of our less mobile Friends to get to Meeting.  Indeed we are 
delighted that we are still where we are as a Local Meeting and still thriving.  Along with all 
the ancient oaks surrounding our building, we feel there is a rooted and growing quality to 
the Meeting. 
 
There have recently been indications of renewed vitality outside of the Sunday Meeting. A 
monthly reading group has started run by two of our Friends.  The group was delighted to 
be joined by a Friend we had not seen for a while and it was agreed that the lively discussion 
(based on the Pink Dandelion book “The Quakers A Very Short Introduction”) by Friends of 
widely different belief approaches created a much closer encounter with what it means to 
be a Friend.  We had Susie Tombs of the Experiment with Light network come to talk to us 
about it and there is interest in restarting such a group at Golders Green.  We were also 
very pleased to welcome the company who brought us the play Red Flag Over Bermondsey 
early in the year. 
 
There are also initial preparations in place for starting up a new monthly silent day retreat 
group, along the same lines as the group that already meets monthly at Golders Green and 
which was initiated by our dear departed friend Elizabeth Brown.  We are blessed as a 
Meeting that some of us have been involved in setting up the Elizabeth Brown Fund, the 
object of which is to encourage and financially support more people to try days of silent 
retreat (and the use of our Meeting House for such days).  We feel that involvement in the 
Fund keeps alive among us the spirit of Elizabeth. 
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A distinctive feature of the Golders Green Meeting is of course its location (nestling as it 
does next to ancient woodland) and beautiful building. Without drifting into “steeplehouse” 
adoration we have acknowledged that an important part of our Ministry is in offering our 
building to Friends and others who desire to spend time in silent reflection in a nurturing 
environment. On the structural side of things we are delighted that the 2013 Centenary 
Porch Gate was at last installed early in 2017. It is a delight to behold and serves its 
functional purpose perfectly. 
 
Apart from retreatants our Lettings continue to be busy, admirably organised by our relatively 
new Buildings and Lettings Manager. Also for a year now we have let out the larger of our 
upstairs meeting rooms to Conscience, which is a Quaker-compatible (peace testimony) 
not-for-profit organisation. Conscience gave us a very inspiring talk about what they do after 
Meeting in February of this year. Indeed the Meeting considers that we have a lot to offer to 
the process of conflict resolution, in small and maybe larger ways. It is good not only to have 
the regular income from Conscience but also to have a fairly consistent presence in the 
Meeting House during the week.  It makes our secluded building seem even more alive than 
usual. 
 
Our Friends travel to Golders Green Meeting from a fairly widely spread area of north 
London but that does not by any means result in us not being involved in the local 
community. We have strong links with Churches Together in the area and with the 
Hampstead Garden Suburb Residents Association. One of our regular and long lasting 
lettings is to Ruach Chavura, a local Jewish Group. We also strongly appreciate the wider 
community of other LMs in North West London and the report on High Leigh at the last Area 
Meeting at Finchley was felt by some of us to be a “step change experience”. Indeed some 
of us have been inspired by the friendship and mutual support shown to each other by our 
Friends in Finchley Meeting. We are keen to learn from their example and ever deepen our 
own sense of collegiality and genuine mutual respect, recognising our differences and 
human foibles but seeing how we are united together at a very deep level beyond words. 

 
 

Hampstead Meeting 

Worship and spirituality 

We hold a regular Meeting for Worship on 
Sunday morning, a mid-week Meeting on 
Wednesday lunchtime and an early 
Meeting on the first Sunday of the month. 
Attendance at the last is low, but valued 
by those who attend. We have children’s 
Meeting every Sunday throughout the 
year and an additional Meeting for all 
older children from across the Area 
Meeting, on the first Sunday of every  
 

 

month.  Snow derailed the planned offering from the children and young people at Christmas 
on the theme of light – we look forward to this in January. We repeated our all-age Meeting 
in July, and after some discussion we retained the option of traditional Meeting for Worship 
in the library. We are extremely grateful to the small group of people who take on the 
responsibility of children’s Meeting – the continuity they provide and the opportunity to 
explore a theme over several weeks are highly valued. 
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We have continued our third Sunday discussions, covering the remaining testimonies to 
simplicity, equality and truth – and rather to our surprise, not finding a great deal of 
substance in Quaker Faith and Practice on these subjects. We have held a series of 
meetings on Death and Dying, which have on occasion gone very deep. Three Friends 
shared their very different experiences of faith in action in their working lives, and we have 
successfully introduced the practice of ‘afterword’ on most Sundays. 
 
We have enjoyed both silent Meetings for Worship and meetings with rich ministry. We have 
not had to Elder people on account of inappropriate ministry in this period, and our library 
continues to be a source of inspiration and information across both fiction and non-fiction. 
 
Oversight and community 
Overseers have continued to support individuals with a range of personal stresses in their 
lives, including those who are no longer able to attend Meeting for Worship. At the other end 
of the scale, we have welcomed a fourth baby into the Meeting and continued the tradition 
of a rota to provide cooked meals to the parents for the first two weeks of the baby’s life. 
Our quarterly newsletter enables us to share insights and experiences, and reaches out to 
Friends who are no longer able to attend Meeting for Worship. 
 
We have continued to provide full financial support to all children and young people attached 
to the meeting who wished to attend young people’s Quaker gatherings and conferences, 
believing this to be one of the ways we can offer them something that will have a lasting 
impact on their development as part of the meeting.  This has put a strain on our budget, 
and we are asking parents, where they can, to make a contribution. 
 
Hampstead is a large Meeting with quite a proportion of transient attenders and it can be 
hard to know everyone. However we try hard to be welcoming – this is an extract from a 
report written by a young woman who attended Meeting as a project during her anthropology 
degree. 
 
“When I walked in, an older member of the congregation opened the doors and welcomed 
me into the house. This simple act represented a Hampstead Quaker attitude that ran 
throughout every member I had spoken to. The act was in fact, active. This was a welcome 
that was spoken without an utterance of words. “ 
 
In 2017 we committed to join with other churches in Hampstead to sponsor a Syrian refugee 
family. The main work on this will begin in 2018. 
 
Membership and outreach 
Outreach has continued to focus on our work to support Quaker Quest and our participation 
in the Hampstead Fair and Open House. The A frames and leaflet box seem to help to attract 
some passers-by. 
 
We have 82 members and 65 regular attenders, with 37 children and young people on our 
contact list, some also attending at other local meetings. The reduction in the number of 
members is matched by an increase in the number of regular attenders. This year our friends 
Sheila Savill, Jocelyn Mayne and Gerda Baron died. 
 
Finance 
Income from lettings has continued strongly, and the Meeting House is now let almost 
continuously. We are grateful to our Resident Quakers for managing an increasing workload. 
However, we have struggled to raise our target of funding overall, see below. 
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Challenges 
On the whole this has been a happy and fulfilling year for the Meeting. But we are concerned 
that only about half of Members and regular attenders make any financial contribution. This, 
together with the set contribution to LQPT, which some believe could and should be lower, 
limits our ability to support the important work at Friends House. We are planning to make 
February a stewardship month, to convey what it is that funds support, and will report on 
this later in the year. 
 
We have tried to maintain closer contact with new attenders – each of the elders and 
overseers have taken a group of names from the contact list to keep in touch with. Although 
it remains the case that people attend for a few weeks, months or years but then drift away, 
we do know from a number of people that their time attending has shaped their lives in 
important ways. We give thanks for this. 

 

Muswell Hill Meeting 

Since 1682 Quakers have been asked 
how the truth prospers among them, 
being thus prompted to consider their 
whole life in relation to their professed 
beliefs. 

The spiritual health and the activities of 
Muswell Hill Local Meeting.  

From speaking and listening to 
Members and Attenders, we feel that 
our Meetings for Worship are often  

Silent, while sometimes there is spoken ministry –the balance is good.  We continue to be 
encouraged at the number of visitors and newcomers, who enrich our community. 
 
Both visitors and regular attenders value the warmth of the welcome that we offer, many 
newcomers comment on this. 
 
Meeting for Worship provides an opportunity to experience moments of calm in an otherwise 
busy and increasingly turbulent world. 
 
Our members and attenders say that the Meeting offers friendliness, acceptance and 
respect for difference. 
 
We have occasionally felt concern over the use of ministry for the airing of political views. In 
order to help manage this we asked everyone to: 

Remember that neither Meeting for Worship nor Afterword is the place to 
speak of party political matters or about specific politicians. We are all, as 
Quakers, united in seeking guidance from the spirit, and that spirit leads 
us all to yearn for equality, justice and peace. But we may differ in which 
political routes we believe will best achieve these ends. We must be aware 
that our views may not be those of all our fellow worshippers, be sensitive 
to one another, and treat each other with respect, in love. 
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Through study groups and pre-Meeting people are encouraged to talk about spiritual matters 
and share aspects of their spiritual lives. 
 
Although we have not organised any specific outreach events in the neighbourhood, our 
meeting continues to develop inter-church and inter-faith relationships. In February a 
number of our Friends were able to attend the mosque open day and we also enjoyed a 
discussion on issues surrounding the development of peace in Israel and Palestine, led by 
Rabbi David Mason. On the first day of Quaker Week this September we held an open day 
both to invite people to come in and talk to us about Quakers, and for people who hire our 
Meeting House to share what they offer with the local community. Some Friends also joined 
the Ba'hais in their October celebration of birth of Baha'u'llah, the founder of the Baha’i Faith. 
 

We would like to develop some areas of our corporate life including: 

Engaging more with children and young people. 
 
It has been noted that Muswell Hill Local Meeting is in a wealthy area and that holding 
Meeting for Worship at 11am is not convenient for families. We need to think about where 
our witness is geographically, and consider people's schedules.  
 
We would like to provide more outreach to make our presence in Muswell Hill more available 
to people who might want to join us.  
 
 
 
Mid-week Meeting for Worship at Friends House 

The Thursday evening Meeting for Worship at Friends House was inspired by Quaker 
Quest.  Thursday was chosen to avoid a clash with Westminster midweek meetings.  It is 
under the care of NW London AM rather than Friends House Local Meeting.  Attendance 
varies from about 6-15, generally lower than in 2016. 
 

We have met regularly on Thursdays throughout the year when Friends House has been 
open.  The meeting has now settled in the Worship Space in the Quaker Centre.  Friends 
House lettings mean it is a busy building during university term times and the Quaker Centre 
can sometimes be very noisy due to the sheer number of people in that part of the building. 
 

The core of Friends who take responsibility for the meeting is small and they are always 
grateful for support.  We were very sorry to lose our most faithful participant and helper when 
Malcolm Allworthy died in the summer.  We joined with Friends House local meeting and 
Friends from Westminster meeting in a meeting for worship to give thanks for his life in 
October. 
 
There are some regular members and attenders.  Very different people attend from one 
week to another.  It is important for visiting Quakers from outside London, from overseas, 
for students, for London Friends, for former Quaker Questors as well as current ones, and 
complete newcomers.  Nevertheless our meetings often achieve a wonderful depth of 
worship.  

Susan Seymour & John Shinebourne 
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London Friends Programmed Meeting for Worship (LFPMW) 

High Leigh weekend gathering, May 2017 
Our attendance and participation at this gathering was our highlight of the year.  Many 
Friends in our meeting still talk about it as it was so spiritually uplifting.  And it was nice to 
meet Friends from other meetings and hear talks from the invited quest speakers.  Though 
our meeting for worship continues to be mainly programmed, we continue to have a ten-
minute silent worship to reflect on the spoken word and on Christian praise hymns we sing 
during the meeting for worship.  Since the High Leigh gathering we have been blessed by 
several Friends from other NW London Area Meetings joining us in our meeting for worship.  
We have received positive and encouraging comments from these Friends and so please 
do come again or join us for the first time if you can. 

Home Visitations 
This is where we take our meeting for worship to a Friend’s house instead of meeting at 
Friends House, Euston.  Last year we worshiped at three Friends houses and the meetings 
proved popular with many Friends, though not with their neighbours!  These meetings were 
followed by a late lunch and this has proved a good way for our meeting to jell together. 

Possible merger 
For the whole of last year many Friends in our meeting put a lot of effort and prayer into the 
intended merger with Friends from the African Programmed meeting for Worship.  However, 
despite good intentions, no serious negotiations took place as our Friends next door ruled 
out any association or affiliation with NW London Area Meeting.  We continue to meditate 
on this and hope that one day soon we will come to some understanding. 

Amos Yimini 
 

Holloway Meeting 

Holloway Quakers is a group of Quakers and attenders living in the Holloway area who have 
been coming together over the last twenty years for a midweek evening Meeting for Worship 
held once a month in one another’s homes.  For various reasons we were not able to meet 
for a large part of 2017 but we started up again in September.  The break gave the group 
the opportunity to reflect on how the truth prospers among us and we felt that we needed 
more truth, depth, spiritual growth, participation, and inclusiveness.  To this end we have 
begun to introduce some changes including having a bring-and-share meal together before 
our Meeting for Worship. 
 
 
Quaker Quest (Euston) 

This, the sixteenth year of Quaker Quest at Euston, has been a challenging, but rewarding 
year.  Weekly attendance has fluctuated remarkably, having opened the year at almost its 
lowest ebb with five ‘Questers’ but, by the autumn, having soared to almost unmanageable 
numbers in the twenties   It is clear that QQE continues to meet a need in the London 
community. 
 
The format of our Quaker Quest sessions continues in the long-established pattern.  We 
revisit questions of timing and organization from time to time, but have found no convincing 
reason for change.  The original pattern of a cycle of six topics has modified over the years 
to be one of a cycle of eight regular topics with a ninth, a ‘one-off’, on topics of wide concern 
to Questers but less central to ‘the Quaker Way’. 
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Those involved in organizing at the beginning of the year were 
David Amos (Wandsworth LM) 
Catherine Goodman (Wandsworth LM) 
Tim Heath (Hampstead LM) 
David Henshaw, (Friends House LM) 
Brian Hodkinson (Wandsworth LM) 
Bruce Johnson (Formerly of Hampstead LM, latterly of Stoke Newington LM) 
Leasa Lambert (Stoke Newington LM) 
Ruby Maw (Westminster LM) 
Andrew O’Hanlon (Westminster LM) 
Pierre Tilston (Kingston LM) 
Alison Williams (Wimbledon LM) 

During the year Pierre Tilston’s circumstances led him to leave us.  We are grateful to him, 
particularly for his contribution to the re-development of our publicity. 
 
Each topic has an ‘anchor’ who finds other speakers and prepares with them how different 
aspects of the topic will be covered between them.  The responsibility for ‘anchoring’ each 
topic throughout the year was as follows. 

Quakers and Peace (David Amos) 
Quakers and God (Brian Hodkinson) 
Quakers and Truth (Leasa Lambert and Tim Heath jointly) 
Quakers and Simplicity (Bruce Johnson) 
Quakers and Christianity (David Henshaw) 
Quakers and Equality (Alison Williams) 
Quakers and the Environment ((Andrew O’Hanlon) 
Quakers and Worship (Ruby Maw) 
 
During each cycle there was a one-off topic which, together with their anchors, were: 
Quakers, Sexuality and Gender (Bruce Johnson) 
Quakers, Death and Dying (David Amos) 
Quakers and Mental Health (Tim Heath) 
Quakers and Scriptures (David Amos) 
Quakers, Work and Money (Leasa Lambert) 
 

Over forty other Quakers have spoken during the year on one topic or another.  Some have 
spoken on more than one topic.  Offers from Friends to speak at Quaker Quest are always 
welcome. 
 
We have held five Planning Group meetings during the year and four, more leisurely, Nurture 
and Reflection sessions in which we focus more on the broader issues of QQE in its Quaker 
context and on the cohesion and welfare of ourselves, the group who run it. 
 
The basement restaurant at Friends House is, in many ways, an ideal venue, separated 
from the multifarious activities of the rest of the building, with ample room for our provision 
of finger food and hot and cold drinks and for the invaluable opportunity for informal 
discussions both before and after the formal programme, which runs from 7.00 to 9,00 each 
Monday throughout the year.  Friends House Hospitality set it up for us in our favoured lay-
out, and provide the food we request, for which we currently pay £22.75 per week.  We have 
a ’giving bowl’ to hand, for those who can contribute, which has this year gleaned almost a 
third of the costs. 
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As ever we need to raise awareness of Quaker Quest within the London population as a 
whole which means that the need for advertising continues, but the focus has now shifted 
to the media.  We have, for the time being, ceased to place printed advertisements or to use 
a leaflet distribution service.  We have paid about £130 this year to be on Meetup.com, 
which accesses an online community of people that wish to meet up “IRL” (in real life). 
Statistically, people largely find us on line by one of three methods: (1) Google search, which 
links to our page on Meetup.com, (2) Meetup.com’s built-in community, and (3) the London 
Quakers website, which links to our page on Meetup.com.  Of those Questers who quote 
their source of information, the majority mention the Internet. 
The provision of a buffet and the cost of advertising are our main needs for financial 
support.  We sometimes receive small contributions towards refreshments from visitors, 
and in 2017 we received contributions from a number of London meetings, from  

Blackheath Forrest Hill Romford 
Croydon Friends House Uxbridge 
Ealing Harrow Wanstead 
 Orpington  

In total they contributed £935.00, for which we are most grateful. 
 
The enthusiastic and devoted support of the Friends House staff is very gratifying.  Some of 
those involved in the BYM outreach work are enthusiastic periodic speakers for us, 
hospitality staff are pedantically attentive to our needs, and reception and security staff meet 
the influx each Monday with resilience, humour and compassion.  We are very much ‘at 
home’ at Friends House. 
 
We are profoundly grateful for the spiritual and human insights Quaker Quest brings to us.  
It is a revelation week by week.  We give thanks for the vision of the pioneers, who 
imaginatively developed it and faithfully served it.  We trust in turn that we may faithfully 
maintain and develop Quaker Quest to meet the changing needs of our time. 

David Henshaw 
co-clerk, on behalf of the Planning Group 

 
The Kindlers 

2017 marked our first decade - ten years as tenacious, tenable and tender as ever.  
Through deepening our worship and strengthening the bonds of our communities, 
we aim to help re-kindle the passion of faith and commitment in this time of great 
need. The heart of our work is the all-day Saturday workshop and this year, as last 
year, we facilitated over 40 of these – 27 on the road throughout Britain Yearly 
Meeting, 10 in two series throughout the spring in the north (Leeds) and the south 
(London), and four in residences.  As well, two new booklets were published and 
the whole enterprise turned the tables on its organisation. 
 
Two of our team of facilitators undertake one of our current six workshops, with 
maybe a third in training.  Often they enjoy home hospitality from Friends and as in 
previous years the venues of Meeting Houses range nation-wide, throughout 
England, Scotland and Wales.  Twelve will be the minimum number of participants 
at a local meeting but often it is 20-30, especially if initiated by an area meeting.  
Two residential events were held at Glenthorne Quaker Centre, an annual training 
and planning weekend at Woodbrooke, and a strong presence was made at Yearly 
Meeting Gathering in Warwick.  Here we offered workshops every day and were 
very evident at the Groups’ Fair, decked in t-shirts flourishing our new logo and 
badges, with our new display. 

http://meetup.com/
http://meetup.com/
http://meetup.com/
http://meetup.com/
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For the last eight years we have held a spring series of five monthly all-day 
workshops at Friends House, London, exploring a new experimental theme.  This 
year it was ‘Deepening Worship’ and included launching three of our recent 
booklets.  Last year an additional spring series was held in the North, at Manchester, 
and following its success, a series of five was held this year in Leeds - ‘Being Quaker 
Today’.  Next year the north is to be in York, while the south are moving to 
Bournemouth. 
 
Our thirteenth booklet, published in the spring, was David Brown’s What does Love 
require of us? which includes an exploration of the current Advices and Queries and 
is selling excellently. 
 
Later, we produced an enlarged version to twice the pages, of Frank Parkinson’s 
very popular The Power we call God following the sell-out of his first edition.  Good 
sales of all our booklets were recorded at Yearly Meeting Gathering.  Other 
publications are in the pipe-line. We are now one of the Society’s most frequent 
publishers. 
 
A key development of the year was The Kindlers organisational transformation, so 
that after ten years, from 1 January 2018, we are no longer a concern of NW London 
Area Meeting but will soon be a Recognised Quaker Body, independent in our own 
right.  This coincides with the completion of our six years of grant aid from the 
Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust (JRCT) and the laying down of the service of 
founder Alec Davison and Gill Sewell, and following the death of Elizabeth Brown.  
Without the support and commitment of NW London Area Meeting the concern 
would never have flourished.  Our appreciation and gratitude to Friends of that area 
meeting is profound.  Also, without the imaginative financial support of the JRCT for 
our embryonic project, it is likely to have foundered.  We have been doubly blessed 
and our thanks are abundant.  Now we have to prove that without these two guiding 
powers survival is assured 
 
We know it is.  For the team that will steer us through is strong.  Margaret Calvert 
continues as administrator and the richness of the programme of workshop speaks 
volumes for her endeavours.  Val Bone, Steve Tilley and James McCarthy share 
the clerkship, for planning and initiation, and James with Simon Risley has taken on 
fundraising with much initial success.  Ann Bank is the treasurer, having already set 
up a new Co-op Bank account; so the velvet transition will be smooth.  We leave 
NW London with cash in the bank of £1,793 and some shelves of books in our 
Westminster LM store ready to be sold.  There are currently 21 active workshop 
facilitators, three just beginning and four having finished their service during the 
year.  We give thanks to all those who have made it possible to be where we have 
reached.  We feel we are still only at the start of an adventurous journey where 
much has yet to happen. 

Alec Davison 
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Jordans Burial Ground 

This is my first Report as Clerk for the Jordans Quaker Burial Ground Committee. I’d like to 
thank my predecessor, John Dalton-Banks, for his longstanding service to the Jordans 
Quaker Burial Ground, and for agreeing to sit in on this meeting so that the transition can go 
smoothly. 
 
Usage: 2017 has seen one more usage than 2016. There was 1 full burial, 4 ashes interred 
and 4 ashes scattered. While there has been slow and steady movement to publicise JQBG 
over the last few years, with a dedicated website and leaflets in the appropriate meeting 
houses, the numbers using the burial ground are still small. While a burial ground is not a 
commercial venture dependent on numbers, it is worthwhile for the Committee to consider 
whether we are doing enough to ensure that the Friends who have the opportunity to use 
the burial ground know this. 
 
Grounds: In his Clerk’s Report of October 2017 John gave details on the state of the 
grounds, mentioning a gravestone that had broken in half. This has now been fixed, paid for 
out of the Committee finances. The old Westminster gate needs attention, and Janet has 
solicited a donation from the daughters of a former Advising Friend to fix it. She is now going 
to get quotes for the work. Tracy has drafted words that will be considered by the Committee 
for the sign to be erected in the burial ground, similar to the signs that are up around Jordans 
Meeting House. 
 
Relationship with Area Meetings: Jordans Quaker Burial Ground has had a long and 
complicated relationship with Area Meetings, possibly only truly understood by our previous 
Clerk. We gained some clarity, however, with the visit to the October 2017 meeting by the 
Clerks of Trustees from London West (LWAM) and Chiltern Area Meetings. They restated 
the legal responsibility by LWAM and Northwest London Area Meeting (NWLAM) for Jordans 
Quaker Burial Ground. All have agreed to maintain open lines of communication, in 
particular by sharing minutes of meetings. In addition, a Memo of Understanding is to be 
drawn up to make clear the relationship between JQBG and the responsible Area Meetings. 
We welcome such clarity. The reaching out has made us feel somewhat less like an 
overlooked “orphan” committee. 
 
Finally, you may notice that I have slipped a “Quaker” into Jordans Burial Ground in this 
report. I am quietly changing my own usage of the name of the burial ground in the hope 
that it will become common usage, and will help to distinguish it from the Green Acres 
Woodland Burials down the road. At the moment if you type “Jordans Burial Ground” into 
Google, they both pop up on the map, and the first website listed is for Green Acres. We 
hope to change that over time, and using “Jordans Quaker Burial Ground” in our 
correspondence is a start. We will also need to check out if and how we may legally change 
the name. 
 
Thanks to Committee members for your continuing help this past year. 

Tracy Chevalier, Clerk, JQBG 
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9. Membership 

In 2017 we welcomed 4 new members and 2 Friends transferring in.  As a London Area 
Meeting it is no surprise that 5 Friends transferred out to the USA and other meetings in 
Britain.  We also had 1 resignation.  Six of our Friends died and so overall our members 
have decreased by 6 to 192. Our total number of attenders changed from 196 to 195. 
 

 
 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Edgware 12 12 12 11 11 

Finchley 12 9 8 8 9 

Friends House (Euston) 47 39 38 38 39 

Golders Green 25 26 25 26 22 

Hampstead  95 98 99 84 82 

Muswell Hill 39 33 30 27 28 

Unattached 1 1 1 1 1 

 231 218 213 197 192 

Programmed meeting 12 12 11 10 6 

Regular adult attenders 
not in membership 

115 122 135 153 153 

Regular child attenders 
not in membership 

48 40 46 42 42 

 
10. Business Meetings 

Meetings for Worship for Business are held by the Area Meeting every 2 months, to deal 
with items of business, discuss shared concerns, and worship together. 
 
It is the Area Meeting's responsibility to ensure that the Local Meetings conduct their affairs 
and arrange public meetings for worship in accordance with the practices of the Religious 
Society of Friends.  Local Meetings also hold their own business meetings, either monthly 
or bi-monthly.  Meetings for Worship for Business at Area and Local Meeting level are open 
to those not in membership with the agreement of the clerk of the meeting concerned. 
 
Decisions at Business Meetings are not taken after a vote but, after contributions from those 
present, the clerk (who facilitates the meeting) drafts a minute following Quaker practice: 
summarising discussion and including any decision she or he discerns the meeting to have 
made.  This is submitted to the Meeting in session for alteration or agreement. 
 
11. Related Organisations 

The main charity is the Area Meeting.  Its constituents are our six Local Meetings and their 
committees.  The Area Meeting is one of 71 that cover England, Scotland and Wales and 
which make up what is known as Britain Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers). This is commonly abbreviated to BYM and is the coordinating body and ultimate 
authority on matters of church government. 
 
The Area Meeting's relationship with London Quakers Property Trust has been described 
above under the heading Meeting Houses. 
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12. Financial Summary and Review 

North West London Area Quaker Meeting continues to enjoy a solid financial position. 

Net consolidated assets (AM and LM) at year-end rose from £202,380 in 2016 to £227,604 
in 2017. This was due to a £10,000 one off change in accounting practice described in the 
next paragraph, a £10,300 donation received by Golders Green and delayed donations by 
LMs to BYM and other Quaker charities that were made in early 2018 rather than in 2017.  
In effect our financial situation remained the same - solid and secure. 

The £10,000 change in accounting practice does not reflect a real change in income. It 
merely changes the year in which Gift Aid income is recognised in the accounts. In 2016 
and prior years all LMs except for Hampstead only accounted for Gift Aid income when 
actually received. Hampstead followed the better practice of accruing Gift Aid as a debt 
owing from HMRC in the year a gift aided donation is received, regardless of the year the 
Gift Aid is claimed or paid. For 2017 we have adopted this practise for all LMs. This resulted 
in a one-time increase in donations and gift aid income and HMRC debt assets being shown 
in 2017 of roughly £10,000.  

Due to problems with our new Paxton accounting software, this £10.000 difference shows 
up in the donations to Local Meetings, rather than in the reported Gift Aid received.  That will 
be corrected in next year’s accounts. 

In 2017 Golders Green LM received a donation of £10,300 to support any AM members or 
attenders attending retreats.  If not used in 10 years, the remainder is to be used to support 
Golders Green LM. 

Total consolidated income in 2017 increased to £147,563 from £112,825 in 2016. 

However, after deducting exceptional one-time income shown as a result of (i) the change 
in accounting for Gift Aid, (ii) High Leigh fees paid by members and attenders, (iii) 
contributions to the AM by other Quaker meetings for the Quaker Tapestry project, and (iv) 
the special donation received by Golders Green, total regularly recurring consolidated 
income was £110,350, slightly less than in 2016. 

Total expenditures and transfers in 2017 amounted to £128,029, up from £122,000 in 2016. 

However, if one excludes the roughly £21,000 total gross expenditures for High Leigh and 
the Quaker Tapestry in 2017 and the £2700 cost of the 1652 trip in 2016, total regularly 
incurred consolidated expenditures and transfers were down from 2016.  With those 
exclusions, there were a roughly £10,000 decrease in regular LM expenditures and transfers 
and a roughly £2,300 decrease in regular AM expenditures. In particular, in 2017 LMs 
donated £10,000 less to BYM and other Quaker charities than in 2016, but caught up in 
early 2018 so that the difference was one of timing only, not an issue. 

 

2017 Sole Accounts 

The North West London Area Quaker Meeting Sole Accounts detail the money received and 
spent by Area Meeting (as opposed to Local Meetings) during 2017 and show the financial 
positions at year-end 2017 and 2016.  The Sole Accounts cover the Area Meeting’s General 
Fund, which consists primarily of funds transferred by Local Meetings, and the Area 
Meeting’s Designated and Restricted Funds.  The Sole Accounts also show payments made 
by Local Meetings to Area Meeting and passed on to London Quakers Property Trust. 

The General Fund is used to cover Area Meeting expenses.  The Area Meeting’s Designated 
Inreach/Outreach Fund is primarily devoted to Inreach/Outreach, but also funded accounting 
expense in 2015 and 2016.  There are three active Restricted Fund accounts, which contain 
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third-party grants which cannot be used for other purposes.  These are the Quaker Quest 
(Euston), the Kindlers and London Friends Programmed Meeting for Worship (LFPMW). At 
the beginning of 2018 all of the activities and assets of the Kindlers were transferred to a 
separate Quaker charity in Yorkshire. 

The AM General Fund 

The AM General Fund received £40,871 from Local Meetings in 2017, up from £39,948 in 
2016.  Quota sent to LQPT was essentially the same at £32,226. 

AM General Fund expenses included: 

 £ 554 for conferences and courses, down from £1,875 in 2016’ (In 2016 for the first 
time the Inreach/Outreach fund took over some conference and children’s 
expenditures); 

 £995 for the examiner’s fees; 

 £194 for Meeting running expenses;  

 £3,153, down from £3708, for other miscellaneous expenses (primarily bookkeeping, 
refreshments at officer meetings, newsletter printing and mailing and children’s 
activities) ; and 

 £300 was paid to London Quakers and £1,260 to Jordans Burial Ground (£600 for 
2016 and £660 for 2017). 

At year-end 2017 the AM General Fund contained £5,478 up from £3,287 at year-end 2016. 
The increase was largely due to lower than budgeted spending on conferences, children 
and Paxton bookkeeping costs. 

Designated Funds – Inreach/Outreach 

The Inreach/Outreach fund was established in 2007 and has been funded with money 
received from the release of centuries old endowment funds whose purpose had become 
outdated, the sale of a share in the old Jordan’s farm property and legacies.   

The Inreach/Outreach fund is earmarked for spiritual development as well as for inreach and 
outreach by any or all of our Local Meetings or the Area Meeting.  It was agreed that starting 
in 2016 participation in young people’s events and representation of the AM at Quaker 
conferences will be funded from the Inreach/Outreach fund.  

Years ago it was decided that up to £5,000 could also be used for accounting assistance.  
By mid-year 2016 the remaining allowance (£1700) was used up on the Paxton Project 
introducing AM–wide bookkeeping so that allowance was fully spent by 2017. 

In 2017, the Inreach/Outreach Fund had investment income of £2,492 and exceptionally 
good realised and unrealised gains in the market value of its investments of £4,288. £1000 
was transferred to the Fund by Friends House LM for the Quaker Tapestry project and there 
was a £65 donation. 

In 2017 the Inreach/Outreach fund spent £12,511 (£4022 net of fees received) on High 
Leigh, £8,484 (£2,884 net of receipts from other meetings) on the Quaker Tapestry project, 
£871 on conference costs, £780 for children’s activities and £60 for bank charges. Total net 
costs were therefore £8617 compared to its total £7845 in net revenue and gains. 

The fund balance at the end of 2017 was £75,113 down from £75,885 at the end of 2016. 
£5000 in investments were sold during 2017. 
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In 2016 the Inreach/Outreach fund transferred £1500 to the Kindlers and £1,000 to Quaker 
Quest, but no requests for such transfers were made in 2017. In 2016 the Inreach/Outreach 
fund also sponsored a trip to 1652 country (£2712) and funded Red Flag Theatre at Golders 
Green £50), new leaflets (£374) and signage at Hampstead and Golders Green (£433). 

The Area Meeting has the discretion to undesignate the Inreach/Outreach Fund or to 
designate it for other purposes.   

Restricted Funds 

In 2017 the Kindlers attracted contributions, grants and legacies of £9,510, generated 
£7,470 in fee and literature sale receipts for a total income of £15,607 down from £16,365 
in 2016. 

The Kindlers’ incurred expenses of £17,627 in 2017 including £9,636 for conferences and 
courses and £6,673 in distribution, advertising and literature and publishing costs.  The 
Kindlers make several mass mailings per year involving significant printing and postage 
costs. At year-end 2017 the Kindlers’ funds amounted to £1,794.  In early 2018 the activities 
and assets of the Kindlers were transferred to a Quaker charity in Yorkshire.  

Quaker Quest (Euston) was holding approximately £2,324 at year-end 2017.  Quaker Quest 
received over £930 in grants from several Local Meetings and £438 from book sales and 
individual contributions.  QQE’s main expenses are refreshments, publicity, books for sale 
and speakers’ travel expenses, amounting to £1,728 in 2017. 

At year-end the London Friends Programmed Meeting for Worship Restricted Fund held 
£512. 

Golders Green has two restricted funds: the Loftus Hare fund to be used to support the 
children of Golders Green LM and the Elisabeth Brown fund to support attendance at 
retreats by all AM members. These funds are reported in the consolidated AM accounts. 

 

2017 Consolidated Accounts 

The consolidated accounts bring together the AM Sole Accounts (General Fund, the 
Designated Fund for Inreach/Outreach and the Restricted Funds) with the individual 
accounts from each of our six Local Meetings.  Each Local Meeting has approved its own 
accounts at a Meeting for Business.  Funds held by Local Meetings are shown as 
Designated Funds in the AM Consolidated Accounts until actually transferred to Area 
Meeting since until that time the funds held by a particular meeting are designated for use 
by that meeting. 

Local Meetings 

Details of the income and expenditure of the Local Meetings are set forth in Note 2 to the 
AM Consolidated Accounts. 

The first and second lines of Note 2 include for the first time roughly £10,000 in accrued but 
not yet paid Gift Aid on 2017 donations in 2017 in addition to the Gift Aid actually paid by 
HMRC in 2017 on 2016 donations (other than to Hampstead) shown in the second line of 
Note 2. That is a one-time correction to our accounts.  

The accounts for 2018 and beyond will reflect all accrued Gift Aid on 2018 donations, paid 
or unpaid, in a single line to avoid confusion. The 2017 accounts show Gift Aid amounts in 
two separate lines as a result of a problem with the Paxton software which will be corrected. 

Total Local Meeting receipts shown in 2017 are £113,302, but reduced for the exceptional 
one-time Gift Aid and legacy income would be £93,002, comparable to £92,211 in 2016. 
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Total consolidated (AM and LM) receipts amounted to £147,563 in 2017 compared to 
£112,825 in 2016.  However, when adjusted to take out all of the one-time receipts described 
at the beginning of this report, total 2017 recurring consolidated receipts would be about 
£110,350. 

Total consolidated (AM and LM) direct expenses in 2017 rose from £76,518 in 2016 to 
£95,331. Roughly £4000 was due to additional LM direct expense and £16,194 in non-
recurring expenditures by AM. In both cases the additional expense was largely attributable 
to High Leigh and the Quaker Tapestry Project. 

Local Meetings transferred a total of £27,291 to Britain Yearly Meeting (BYM) in 2017 and 
£32,855 in 2016.  (Friends House LM did not transfer material funds to BYM in 2016 and 
therefore transferred £5,500 in 2017. Golders Green did not transfer any funds to BYM in 
2017. Golders Green and Muswell Hill transferred funds in early 2018 to make up for 
shortfalls in the 2017 transfers) 

Total 2017 transfers to other Quaker groups were down about £1,350 in 2017 from £6,500 
in 2016 and donations to non-Quaker groups fell to £235 from £1000. 

Net lettings paid directly to LQPT amounted to £99,960, slightly down from £103,704 in 
2016.   

At year-end 2017 Local Meetings had total funds (including the £22,446 Golders Green 
Restricted Loftus Hare Fund and £10,300 Elisabeth Brown Fund) of £119,937 up from 
£94,873 in 2016. The increase was largely due to the roughly £10,000 for reflecting current 
year accrued but unpaid Gift Aid for the first time and the £10,300 donation received by 
Golders Green for the Elisabeth Brown Fund. 

At year-end 2017 the Area Meeting and Local Meetings together held £114,326 in bank 
accounts and £105,635 in investments (the AM Inreach/Outreach investment of about 
£75,113, the Golders Green investments of £20,961 and the Edgware investments of 
£9,085). Debtors increased by £10,000 due to the change in Gift Aid accounting practice.  
After taking into account creditors and debtors, total consolidated assets less liabilities at 
year-end 2017 amounted to £227,604, up from £202,380 at year-end 2016. 

Jordan’s Burial Ground 

Our Area Meeting inherited a 50% ownership interest in Jordan’s Burial Ground at Jordans 
Buckinghamshire. A recent valuation has estimated £17,000 market value for this land. 

The Burial Ground is managed by a committee composed of representatives of three Area 
Meetings (the owners North West London AM and West London AM and the local Chilterns 
AM which is also allowed to use it). Each year each AM contributes roughly one third of any 
net operating loss (very roughly the £1900 Burial Ground maintenance cost) as projected 
and set by the Burial Ground Committee.  

The total AM contributions set for 2016 and 2017 amounted to £1890 and £1750 respectively 
based upon projected operating losses. NWLAM contributed a total of £1260 in 2017 in 
respect of both years and a £30 underpayment in a prior year. 

The Jordans Burial Ground accounts are prepared by or on behalf of the Committee and are 
examined by a separate examiner.  

According to their examined accounts, in 2017 the Burial Ground operations had £7861 In 
revenues (including contributions by the AMs) compared to £6241 in 2016, and expenses of 
£7413 compared to £6489 due to increased activity This resulted in a £448 increase in net 
incoming resources, which will be taken into account by the committee in setting AM 
contributions for 2019. Investments enjoyed a £619 increase in unrealised market value. 
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At year-end 2017 the Jordans Burial Ground operation had reserves of £12,641 (compared 
to £11,574 at year-end 2016), including cash at CAF Bank of £5774 and units in COIF 
Charities Ethical Investment Fund valued at 7100, both in the name of the Jordans Burial 
Ground. The use of these reserves is controlled by the joint Burial Ground Committee. As 
these funds are not controlled by our Area Meeting they have not been reflected in the sole 
or consolidated accounts. 

13. Fund-Raising and Grant-Making 

Funds for the charitable purposes of the organisation are generated by: 
1. making requests by letter on an annual basis to Members of the Area Meeting and 

to regular Attenders at Local Meetings. 
2. holding collections at Local Meetings for general running costs after Meeting for 

Worship. 
3. holding special fund-raising events e.g. book sales and collections at special events 

e.g. social occasions, talks and discussion groups. 
 
Most of this fund-raising activity is carried out by the Local Meetings, rather than by the Area 
Meeting. 
 
Local Meetings may also invite their members and attenders to contribute separately to a 
variety of charitable causes, chosen by them.  These include national and local Quaker and 
Quaker-associated charities and other organisations that undertake work in accordance with 
our testimonies to peace and equality. 
 
14. How Expenditure has Supported Objectives 

Unless otherwise specified by the donor, funds collected from Members and Attenders are 
used in the first instance to pay the running costs of both Area Meeting and our Local 
Meetings and to contribute to London Quakers Property Trust, to help with the maintenance 
of all Meeting Houses in London, including those used by our Local Meetings.  The net 
income from lettings, after expenses, also goes to London Quakers Property Trust.  The 
majority of the remaining funds collected is sent to maintain and further the work, religious 
and charitable, of our central organisation, Britain Yearly Meeting. 
 
The main expenditure has been: 

 Maintenance, repair and improvement of properties by London Quakers Property 
Trust. 

 Financial provision for educational courses designed to enable spiritual development 
and facilitate the work of the Society. 

 Donations to Quaker organisations furthering the religious and charitable purposes 
of the Religious Society of Friends. 

 
15. Reserves and Investment Policies 

Our Reserves policy, adopted in 2007 is that Area and Local Meetings should hold a cash 
reserve sufficient to meet their expenses in the next half year.  It is reviewed annually. 
 
Our investment policy was also adopted in 2007: 

 investments and banking assets should be broadly in line with Quaker peace and 
social testimonies, but a practicable current account is necessary.   

 funds may be held for endowments where only income can be spent, for specific 
purposes and projects (restricted and designated funds), for management of cash 
flow and for future contingencies 
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 money held for future contingencies should be invested to maximise income subject 
to maintaining capital value and ethical criteria, or invested with a lower return to 
further Quaker testimonies, or even lent at zero interest for Quaker purposes 

 investment policy should be reviewed every five years. 
 
An investment committee of two Quakers advises on the Area Meeting's investment funds.  
Environmental and other ethical considerations are considered paramount.  We have 
therefore decided against investments in fossil fuels and West Bank enterprises. 
 
16. Data Protection 

Local Meetings are asked every year to confirm that they have followed the principles of 
data protection.  Each Local Meeting ensures that the names and contact details on its list 
are correct and that everyone on it can see and approve its contents.  Every visitors’ book 
has a statement explaining the use which will be made of entries written in it, and that the 
book itself is stored securely out of public sight during the week. 
 
17. Plans for 2018 

In addition to the activities in each local meeting (described in Section 8), plans include: 

 Planning another pilgrimage to 1652 Country in August 2018, to promote community 
and fellowship in the Area Meeting. 

 Continuing to support attendance by adults and children at Quaker conferences 

 Encouraging further cooperation between our Local Meetings on management of 
premises. 

 Running our local and area meeting accounts with the Paxton accounting system, 
with the professional help of a part-time bookkeeper. 

 Continuing to support Quaker Quest and the Kindlers, although the administration 
and assets of the Kindlers have been transferred to a Quaker charity in January 2018. 

 Considering our contribution to the future strategy of London Quakers Property Trust 
– to have fewer but better meeting houses in London. 

 
18. Further Information 

Further information is available from the Clerk of Trustees, or from our website 
www.nwlondonquakers.org.uk 
 
Copies of the following can be found on the website: 
 Our governing document 
 Area Meeting Risk Register 
 Policy for Safeguarding Children and Young People and Vulnerable Adults 
 Reserves and Investment Policy 
 Conflict of Interest Policy 

http://www.nwlondonquakers.org.uk/

