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1. Trustees
Dugan Cummings (Friends House Meeting) Clerk, NW London AM
David Hickok (Friends House Meeting)
Carolyn Hayman (Hampstead Meeting)
Mary Lou Leavitt (Hampstead Meeting)
Christopher Loveday (Finchley Meeting)
Tom Baker (Golders Green Meeting)
Diktynna Warren (Golders Green Meeting)
Vicki Turmaine (Edgware Meeting)
Louise Rendle (Muswell Hill Meeting)
Martin Wilkinson (Muswell Hill Meeting)
The charity’s key officers in 2018 were:
Dugan Cummings – clerk
Jean Jenn – assistant clerk
Neil Jarvis – assistant clerk (membership)
David Hickok – treasurer
The trustees, and the clerk of trustees, are appointed by the Area Meeting at a Meeting for
Worship for Business.
During 2018 Trustees met twice. One meeting was also held with Clerks to Local Meeting’s
Premises Committees, Resident Quakers, and representatives from London Quakers
Property Trust.
The Meeting's main bank accounts are held at
CAFBANK
25 Kings Hill Ave, Kings Hill, WEST MALLING, Kent, ME19 4JQ
Tel : 0300 123 000
General account No 00001039
Designated account No 00005871
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Our investments are detailed in the attached accounts and are held by:
Friends Trusts Ltd
Friends House, 173 Euston Road, LONDON NW1 2BJ
Tel : 020 7663 1000
Independent Examiner for 2018 accounts:
David Stephens (Chartered Certified Accountant)
13 Newlands Road
TUNBRIDGE WELLS
TN4 9AS
2. Governance
The governing document of the charity, adopted by the Area Meeting on 13 September 2007
is on our website or a copy can be obtained from the clerk.
The intention is to stay as far as possible within the organisational structure that has existed
since the formation of the charity in 1943, on the grounds that it continues to serve us and
conforms to our religious beliefs.
The clerks and treasurers of the Local Meetings, the clerk and the Area Meeting treasurer,
when in membership of the Society of Friends, are normally the trustees of the charity,
subject to their consent. The aim is for each Local Meeting to be represented.
3. Induction and Training of Trustees
Trustees have received the following:
The Essential Trustee: What You Need to Know – Charity Commission
Handbook for Trustees of Quaker Meetings – Quaker Stewardship Committee (2014)
Constitution – North West London Area Meeting Area Meeting
Trustees: Terms of Reference –North West London Area Meeting
Introduction to Terms of Reference – Area Meeting of North West London
All trustees have completed the Disclosure of Interests and automatic disqualification forms.
New trustees are also given copies of the minutes of the previous year’s meetings.
Courses for trustees are held from time to time at the Quaker Study Centre, Woodbrooke.
Trustees are firmly encouraged to attend.
4. Charitable Registration
The charity was excepted from registration until 2008, by virtue of Statutory Instruments 180
of 1996 and 1596 of 2002, but following changes in legislation an application to register was
made. Our application for registration, with the constitution adopted by the Area Meeting in
September 2007, was submitted to the Charity Commission in February 2009. The charity
was registered on 26 February 2010 and the number is 1134529.
5. Objectives of the Charity and Public Benefit
Under the terms of our governing document, the object of the charity is the furtherance of
the general religious and charitable purposes of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
in Britain, in the area of North West London Area Quaker Meeting and beyond.
The essential purpose of the Area Meeting (AM), and its constituent Local Meetings (LM), is
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to nurture and sustain the spiritual life of our meetings, to provide pastoral care for our
members and all others associated with our meetings, and to inspire and support our
members' Quaker witness in the world.
Consideration has been given to the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit and,
in particular the specific guidance on charities for the advancement of religion.
 The trustees consider that Meetings for Worship, and the other activities of our Local
Meetings and of the Area Meeting, enable not only our members, but all who are
interested, to deepen and live out their faith as part of our community.
 Reports on the worship and activities of our Area and Local Meetings are set out in
Section 8.
 Section 9 of this report lists the membership of each of our local meetings and also
the number of non-members (Attenders) who regularly attend our meetings.
 Quaker Quest, which originated in our Area Meeting, continues to offer teaching and
experience of Quaker worship to the public every Monday, apart from those which
are public holidays. Their report follows in the next section.
 The letting of our meeting houses at reasonable rates to a number of community
groups is also of public benefit.
The charity trustees therefore firmly believe they have complied with their duty to have due
regard to the guidance on public benefit, published by the Charity Commission.
6. Risk Assessment
A register of the risks facing the charity was drawn up, discussed and accepted by the charity
in 2007. It was revised at the beginning of 2012 and it is reviewed annually by trustees. An
appropriately adapted register is also drawn up and regularly reviewed by each Local
Meeting.
Our policy on Safeguarding children was completely revised in 2013 and the new section on
safeguarding vulnerable adults was adopted in 2014. It is reviewed annually. No Trustees
or volunteers work directly with vulnerable people. Nevertheless we encourage volunteers
to have DBS checks and they do so. We sought and received assurance from the Insurers
of our buildings, that provided we adhered to our Safeguarding policy, our insurance covered
the risk of any safeguarding incidents.
There have been no serious incidents or other troubling matters relating to the charity over
the financial year.
7. Meeting Houses
The addresses of the six constituent Local Meetings (where Meetings for Worship are held
weekly) are
Friends Meeting House Edgware, Rectory Lane, EDGWARE. HA8 7LG
Quaker Meeting House Finchley, 58 Alexandra Grove, LONDON, N12 8HG
Friends House, 173 Euston Road, LONDON NW1 2BJ
Friends Meeting House Golders Green, 17 North Square, LONDON. NW11 7AD
Friends Meeting House Hampstead, 120 Heath Street, LONDON. NW3 1DR
Quaker Meeting House Muswell Hill, Church Crescent, LONDON. N10 3NE
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Friends House, Euston Road, is the
headquarters of the Religious
Society of Friends (Quakers) in
Britain.
Friends House Local Meeting, our
Mid-Week Meeting and the London
Friends Programmed Meeting for
Worship have use of rooms there
for their activities.
The Area Meeting had the use of the other five meeting houses listed. It is the beneficial
user and takes decisions relating to the opening and closure of meeting houses. The
meeting houses are maintained on a day to day basis through the appointment of local
premises committees – one for each meeting house. During the year Trustees called a
meeting with the Clerks of Local Meeting Premises Committees to compare costs and
service providers, and to share best practice.
London Quakers Property Trust is a Quaker institution originally started by George Fox in
1671 as Six Weeks Meeting. It is a company limited by guarantee and a registered charity
– its main objectives are to support Quaker meetings across London by owning, maintaining,
preserving and insuring the places of worship and their contents. It funds major expenditure
and improvements to Quaker properties in the London area. Our meeting houses’ capital
value, property income and expenditure are included in its accounts. It is funded by levying
a quota based on the number of members in each Area Meeting, together with any net profit
made by letting rooms in the meeting houses. Its Trustees are representatives from the
seven London Area Meetings, of which North West London Area Quaker Meeting is one.
Our three representatives have attended all its meetings.
Jordans Burial Ground
Jordans Burial Ground, which derives from a legacy of 1734, is jointly owned by NW London
and London West Area Meetings. Members of both Area Meetings have the right to be
buried or have their ashes scattered there.
8. Activities and Achievements
The principal activity is the holding of Meetings for Worship in our six constituent Local
Meetings: Edgware, Finchley, Friends House (Euston Road), Golders Green, Hampstead,
and Muswell Hill. All are welcome to our Meetings for Worship which take place on Sunday
mornings (at 10:30 at Edgware and Finchley and at 11am in the other Local Meetings).
There are also Meetings for Worship every Wednesday at 1:15pm at Hampstead, every
Thursday at 6:30pm at the Quaker Centre (Friends House), and the Programmed Meeting
at 2:00pm on the third Sunday of each month at Friends House. There is also an early
meeting for worship at Hampstead on the first Sunday of the month at 9:30am.
The Area Meeting is in good health spiritually and its meetings are well attended. But
declining numbers in our smaller Local Meetings make it difficult for them to find volunteers
to fill all the skilled roles. We have been paying for professional help with our Consolidated
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Accounts for many years and we have a part-time bookkeeper to help with the accounts of
our Area and Local Meetings.
The main activities and achievements of the Area Meeting in the year were:
 Considering possible strategy for the future of our meeting houses and their upkeep.
 Helping Edgware Friends consider possibilities for the future of Edgware meeting in
the light of their declining and ageing membership.
 Implementing the new General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) from May 2018.
 Making a pilgrimage to “1652 Country”, the sites of early Quakers in August 2018.
 Holding our business meetings bi-monthly, generally on a weekday evening but also
on one Sunday in July when it followed a very successful all-age meeting for worship.
 Publishing our bi-monthly newsletter Quaker NeWs London, which is distributed to
our members and attenders, and also to neighbouring Area Meetings.
 Nominating and appointing Friends to the Area Meeting's offices and committees.
We encourage and pay for Friends to attend training courses to help them carry out
these duties.
 Sending representatives to the bi-monthly Meeting for Sufferings, (the standing
representative body entrusted with the care of the business of the Britain Yearly
Meeting (BYM) through the year).
 Sending representatives to the London-wide London Quakers Property Trust
(formerly Six Weeks Meeting) which has responsibility for all our Quaker Meeting
Houses.
 Sending representatives to the annual conference of Quaker Peace and Social
Witness, and the two conferences of Quaker Life.
Elders and Overseers
Elders are appointed to promote the right holding of meetings for worship. Overseers are
appointed to provide pastoral care for those in the meeting. Appointments are made by the
Area Meeting, are for three years and may be renewed once.
We held two evening meetings of Elders and Overseers in 2018 and had a shared lunch at
my home as the Convenor.
At our March meeting our main discussion was on developing our all-age community. The
Area Meeting Children and Young People’s Advocates presented a wealth of material
available to support elders and overseers in engaging with families. This is part of working
to the testimony to equality, about sharing our spiritual gifts with children and young people
and learning from them. Attracting families takes preparation and time, but can be
immensely rewarding. Elders and overseers have a role in ensuring that meetings do
welcome people of all ages. We also shared experiences of how to handle the disruption to
Meeting for Worship of people regularly coming a little, or very, late. One concern is that
newcomers might get the impression that “anything goes”. On the other hand, Meeting for
Worship is a gateway to Quakers and everyone adds to the joy of the meeting.
In September we had a full discussion about the challenges of complying with the new
GDPR requirements, and the importance of respecting the privacy of individuals more than
has perhaps been the practice among Quakers in the past. Social expectations are changing
so it is more than a question of regulatory compliance.
Susan Seymour
Convenor of AM Elders and Overseers in 2018
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Area Meeting Clerks’ Report 2018
We began the year with 192 members and 195 attenders. But the death and departure of
some of our most stalwart older Friends has left us saddened and depleted. We have had
6 memorial meetings and have written testimonies on the grace of God as shown in their
lives for Geoffrey Rendle and Robert Clark. A third has been compiled for David Henshaw.
We have also lost by transfer: Alec Davison (who inspired Quaker Quest, and many other
Quaker organisations), and Martina Weitsh and Liz Scurfield (who moved to Hartrigg Oaks).
There were two Quaker marriages this year, always a happy occasion. The Hindu family of
one of the Friends getting married much appreciated our Quaker practice and spoke about
the “Golden Silence”. Our Registering Offices reported on the joyful but meticulous work
they do in our name. We also had a report from our Representative on London Link, the
teenage Quaker group, so over the last three years we have heard from all the Friends who
work on our behalf: in Quaker groups and committees, in prisons and in hospitals.
Our Trustees met twice, approving our budget in March and our Annual Report and
Accounts in July.
Last year we enjoyed the residential weekend at High Leigh so this year we tried again to
arrange an all-age Area Meeting. Holding it on a sunny Sunday attracted 57 people of all
ages to meeting for worship at Muswell Hill and 36 stayed for the business meeting after
lunch. This was such a success that we have planned another all-age Area Meeting in 2019
as well as the residential weekend at High Leigh.
This year our Inreach/Outreach committee again organised a pilgrimage to 1652 country.
The 13 Friends who went on it in August shared their enthusiasm at our meeting in
September and in articles and photographs in our newsletter.
Our newsletter continues to be published six times a year, after each Area Meeting. It keeps
Friends who cannot get to Area Meeting in touch with what we are considering by giving
them sight of the papers presented to the meeting and extracts from the minutes. It is
emailed to all who want to see it and copies are printed for those without email. It is also
quite widely read by Friends in North London Area Meeting. One Friend who has now
returned to Kenya, was so pleased to read about our work developing Diversity and Inclusion
that she offered to send us money to promote this.
The new General Data Protection Regulations have challenged the keeping of our traditional
lists of members and attenders but with new permissions from them, we hope to have a new
list in 2019.
We have spent much time on the care of our meeting houses. The Resident Quakers at
Hampstead came to the end of their contract and new RQs were appointed. And we
approved a business case to renew those at Finchley. London Quakers Property Trust now
owns our meeting houses and challenged us to consider their future in the light of declining
membership. We gave considerable thought to this in March, and again in November. We
recommended more centralised building management be set up to relieve the burden of
property management on us.
Our meeting at Edgware, already small, lost three of its members (two moved away and one
died) and began to find it was no longer viable. We held a threshing meeting there to look
at all the possible ways forward but they finally decided to close the meeting at the end of
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the year. Finchley meeting has warmly welcomed most of the Edgware Friends and one
has moved to Golders Green meeting.
We have continued to ask each host meeting to report on “How does the Truth prosper at
your meeting?” This has encouraged each meeting to review its spiritual life, and Friends
obviously much appreciate that. The reports form part of our Annual report.
We gained 4 new members and two transfers-in, and ended 2018 with 181 members and
175 attenders.
Dugan Cummings & Jean Jenn
Local Meetings
Each of the Local Meetings also arranges its own activities, including discussion groups on
spiritual topics, and social occasions. Several are members of ecumenical Church groups
in their area.
The meeting houses in Golders Green and Hampstead were open to the public during Open
House weekend in September.
Edgware Meeting
Friends, we at Edgware have gone
through a period of discernment
concerning the question “How Does the
Truth Prosper at our Meeting?” and
considering whether we could continue
as an active local meeting. Since our
report in March 2017 our community has
become even smaller, due to two of our
members moving away and the sad death
of another, leaving us with four members
and one regular attender. We had
occasional visitors, but none become regular members of our community. We appointed a
clerk and a premises committee of three. We shared responsibilities for eldership and
oversight, but were not able to appoint a treasurer. We were grateful to David Hickock who
agreed to take on this role for us temporarily. When we were not using it, the meeting house
was fully let to diverse organisations including a Muslim group, Weight Watchers, Pilates,
Sexaholics Anonymous and a children’s nursery. We also continued to promote and support
the Child Contact Centre. We discussed applications for new regular lettings to ensure that
they did not conflict with our Quaker principles and testimonies, and we were grateful for the
services of Wendrie Heywood of MBS Ltd in managing our lettings and handling queries.
At our business meeting in March we started the process of discernment and agreed to hold
meetings for worship at Edgware only twice a month, so that we could visit other local
meetings to aid our decision-making about the way forward. We reviewed this at our
business meeting in July. We valued the support of Friends in Area Meeting, and hoped to
welcome visitors to our meetings for worship, on the second and fourth Sundays of the
month, to share our experience and community.
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In November we held a Threshing Meeting to consider the future of our meeting and looked
at various possibilities. But in the end we had to admit that we could not maintain a viable
Quaker meeting at Edgware and we held our last meeting for worship in December, followed
by a party to which all members and all the groups which use our meeting house were
invited. Our members have moved to Finchley or Golders Green meetings.

Finchley Meeting
This year we open our report of activities
with quotes from 3 of our young people,
aged between 12 and 18.
“I attended Young People’s Programme
run by Britain Yearly Meeting for the first
time in May 2018. One of the main things
I remember is listening to Chris Alton’s
speech at Friends House which was
about English Disco Lovers (EDL) and the
Camden Bench”.
“I attended Senior Conference for the first time this summer. It was one of the best
experiences of my life (not exaggerating). The entire week was spent bonding with other
Young Friends while also learning new things about ourselves by listening to the speakers.
We also had many political debates which were also incredibly funny. There were so many
weird yet wonderful experiences I could talk about but it would take too long”.
“Senior Conference, is one of the highlights of the year. Even though it was my last time,
the amount of positivity due to this community we have together, and its closeness is what
I’ll remember from this week in the summer.”
We have members and attenders aged from 2 to 90 years who have taken part in our weekly
Meetings for Worship, our regular monthly discussion groups, and monthly children’s and
young people’s meetings. This year we have enjoyed welcoming new friends and attenders
from Edgware Meeting who have joined us regularly.
The Meeting House has benefited from the completion of the maintenance works which had
been previously identified as a result of the five-yearly review (quinquennial). Our lettings
continue to flourish and we are very grateful to our Resident Friends not only for their
excellent regular care of our Meeting House and of our hirers, but for their patience and care
during the weeks of disruption while the works were being done.
The Book Group continues to meet in a Friend’s home every three weeks or so and everyone
is welcome. We start with supper for those who would like it. We are a mixed lot with a mixed
lot of insights, opinions and views, which makes for some very interesting discussions. We
have recently looked at Mark’s Gospel, and at a selection of psalms and two parables, which
different people chose and prepared. For many of us this was the first time we had read
through a Gospel in modern translation, as we would read any other book. We are presently
working through ‘God, Words and Us’ edited by Helen Rowlands. It is a great way to get to
know people from Meeting better and to examine and develop our own ideas.
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We held a Retreat Day in the Meeting House in April. Posters were circulated to publicise
the event and placed in local shop windows as well as publicising the event through Area
Meeting. We had 12 attendees and received positive feedback. The second Retreat Day
planned for July did not have any participants, probably due to school holidays and the
excessive heat that was being experienced at the time, but the Friend who was facilitating,
carried on with the event alone and felt it had been worthwhile.
On most First Sundays of the month throughout the year we organised an activity after
Meeting for Worship. These included a thorough reorganising of our library in terms of
books, furnishings and archive material, and the new raised bed and fencing at the bottom
of our lovely garden. We also had a number of discussions on selected topics facilitated by
Finchley Friends. One concerned the proposed rewriting of Quaker Faith and Practice.
Another, focussed on Belonging and Commitment to Quakerism, was well attended and
brought out our personal views. There was a strong sense of belonging and commitment to
our local group, but this revealed our lack of contact with other meetings in our area and
more centrally organised events, for example, at Friends House. It was felt that this was
because Finchley is a small meeting and needs the involvement of all who attend to keep it
going. Another discussion centred on the future of our Trust Fund, The Joyce Green
Association, which has been in operation for over 21 years. These events ended with a
bring-and-share lunch.
We at Finchley Quakers are strongly committed to our outreach work. A very important
ongoing project is the supporting of the Syrian refugee families in Barnet. Finchley Quakers
became involved three years ago when our local Progressive synagogue called a meeting
of all faith groups to discuss the formation of a committee to help settle the 22 Syrian refugee
families being brought by Barnet Council to the borough. We continue to have a
representative on the Barnet Syrian Refugee Welcome Board and an attender presently
helps with a crêche for a monthly parenting course run in Arabic for the families. We have
recently facilitated the involvement of Finchley mosque and they have now joined the Board.
We feel this is very much in line with Quaker Principles of working together for the wider
benefit of all.
We have two representatives on Churches Together in Finchley and we work together with
other Finchley churches of many denominations in joint enterprises and events. We offer
accommodation when we can for things like Lent Lunches and our One World Week walk
but are finding this increasingly difficult because our rooms are so heavily booked.
Through the Joyce Green Association we are able to use the wonderful gift from Joyce
Green to provide grants to a range of important issues. This year we distributed £19,000 via
10 grants. For example, in addition to members of the Meeting providing support to the
Barnet Refugee Welcome Board, the Joyce Green Association also provided financial
support for childcare costs so that some of the Syrian refugees could take English courses
and start degrees.
And we end our report with a quote from a Friend “we felt very welcomed as refugees from
Edgware and I felt especially pleased I could come to the first meeting with my husband and
we both felt welcomed”.
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Friends House Meeting

Two words kept coming up while we were thinking about how Truth prospers in our meeting
- Depth and Diversity. During the year we have been looking at Diversity & Inclusion, and
held an 'Aspects of Quakerism' session in June on the topic. Elders also responded to the
question and we continue to examine these topics in a practical way. The larger size of our
meeting leads to different perspectives on Truth. We all benefit from alternative views
challenging our own, so diversity is enriching us in practice. We note with joy that many
people in their 20s and 30s choose to worship with us.
In a stressful world, we can supply a refuge for those of us who find life testing. Some of us
have needed more support this year, as their issues have resulted in conflicts and hurt. We
are grateful for the support offered by Area Meeting to us in seeking a resolution. We focus
on depth of worship, fellowship, and listening to each other. It feels as though we are at the
start of settling new people into our worshipping community.
We are a 'gateway' meeting, welcoming many enquirers (some for their first meeting). We
also have many visitors from meetings in different countries. Thus it is really important that
we are sustained by our faithful members and attenders. We are glad to note that the sense
of continuity within the meeting means that those who feel they belong here keep returning.
As part of our Ministry of Welcome, we enjoy the experience of greeting people as they
arrive - especially since Overseers have now joined Elders in this service, and our Clerk
greets people just outside the Meeting room too. A blind attender complimented us on his
good experience of the helpful welcome at Friends House, a practical example of inclusivity
and diversity at our meeting.
Four stalwart members of Friends House meeting have died during this year, and although
we miss them, we continue to be inspired by the Grace of God as shown in their lives &
service and we feel their presence still as patterns and examples. Chronic illness has led to
the absence of some long-serving Friends. But we have also had great joys: the wedding of
two of our Members was an uplifting occasion for all who could be there and wonderful
outreach to those who are not Quakers.
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In addition to their service for our local meeting, members of our meeting play a full part in
the life of our Area Meeting, providing role-holders: Clerk, Clerk of Trustees, Treasurer,
Assistant Clerk, Clerk of Nominations Committee, Assistant Registrar, and representatives
for Meeting for Sufferings.
Our position as a Gateway Meeting offers us a unique chance for practical outreach and
welcome, although at times it is also challenging. Although the community-building
exercises we have undertaken so far have been successful (for example, the work on the
New Economy Reading Group) we feel there is still more that can be done in this area. We
continue to work at deepening our experience of worship and the Quaker Way, offering a
monthly Forum to answer newcomers’ queries and the monthly 'Aspects of Quakerism'
sessions to explore our Quaker experience more deeply. The recent one on 'God' provoked
much interest and discussion and our next Aspects is to be on 'Faith in Action - how we as
individuals take our faith into our everyday lives’. We are mindful of our dual role - not only
to be a welcoming meeting, but to go out into the world, trying to share our Quaker values
in our work, our charitable work, and in our lives. We are aware that our Meeting nourishes
and supports all sorts of outgoing and ongoing work in the wider world. Sometimes we feel
like 65 mirrors, receiving the light, and reflecting it back into the world!
Richenda Carey & Dugan Cummings
Golders Green Meeting
There have been joys and sorrows during
these last twelve months. Sorrows in the
passing away of three long standing
Friends: Nigel Legg, Trevor Broomhall
and Paddy Baker (Patrick O’Brien Baker).
Nigel Legg was a Universalist who
contributed in our 4th Sunday shared lunch
discussions before he became too unwell
to attend. He generously supported the
meeting. Trevor combined a commitment to the Hampstead Garden Suburb Free Church
with his attachment to our Quaker Meeting. He was a deeply religious Christian. He
occasionally ministered, facilitated a memorable ‘Bible Studies’ and delivered, inimitably,
T S Eliot’s ‘Journey of the Magi’ at our Christmas celebrations. Paddy Baker was a traditional
Quaker Christian whose ministry was clear, heartfelt and powerful. None of us who heard it
will forget his ministry and especially on the usefulness of ‘arrow prayers’. We are sad at
their passing; we are joyful as we remember their contributions. They brought out one of
the strengths of this meeting – its inclusiveness and tolerance. We are blessed with regular
members and attenders who, though diverse in their beliefs and theology, demonstrate
respect for the Quaker tradition as it has been upheld and developed at Golders Green
Quaker Meeting. The Meeting has a core of long-standing members and attenders and
some newer members and attenders. Having said that, the core of committed people still
gets smaller.
We identify the strengths of our meeting as arising from the qualities of a small meeting.
Some 12 to 15 souls worship regularly on Sundays. Our doorkeepers are welcoming; we
settle quickly into worship and we regularly experience the depth of a truly gathered Meeting,
sometimes with and sometimes without spoken ministry. We have been able to appoint new
Elders and two new Overseers, some experienced, some new, but all of whom are relishing
the spiritual and pastoral challenges that are presented to them.
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The Meeting is good at pulling together for special occasions, as for example, the memorial
meeting for Paddy Baker, and our Christmas celebrations, as well as for our regular fourth
Sunday shared lunches and discussions. We are grateful for our beautiful building in which
we worship and celebrate and which has recently been given a full maintenance makeover
and upgraded to meet environmental heating standards.
The building is a good place to offer facilities for wider community activities. We are able to
host both regular and one-off activities and events, for example, an AA Meeting, a Pilates
group, a Jewish group, a Rosicrucian group, and memorial meetings. We have also started
to hold regular Saturday silent retreats to which all Friends are invited. The work of the
Elizabeth Brown Fund is one which we are keen to support. We continue to seek other
inreach uses for our building. These last twelve months we have held a book group to
discuss Pink Dandelion’s ‘Quakers: a very short introduction’ and we have just started a
Bible Study group.
We are aware of our weaknesses. Like many meetings, we have just enough people to do
the crucial jobs. But we have not been able to offer sufficient holding or inspiration to
everyone who has come to our meeting. We accept that some seekers have needs that we
do not or cannot meet. Maybe we need to make greater efforts in our interpersonal verbal
communications to relate with newcomers as well as each other? Although we deeply
appreciate the contribution of the young people of three Quaker families who worship with
us, we would dearly like to attract more young adults and families with young children. We
are challenged to find experimental ways to attract and to suit the needs of young families.
Our meeting, like many others, faces a declining membership, which may or may not be
temporary. The complicated lives of many people living in a culture sceptical about, if not
hostile to, religion leaves them no time to consider the benefit to themselves of the Quaker
way. One danger that could arise in our attempt to be attractive is that we may become too
open to people who may not accept our basic Quaker values. We must find ways to be clear
what our basic Quaker values are and to be able to demonstrate how our faith and practice
interrelate and strengthen us as individuals living in challenging times.
We had already identified outreach and the nurture of newcomers as matters we needed to
address this coming year. We are encouraged to do more.
Hampstead Meeting
The Quinquennial repair & decoration of
the Meeting House took place in the
summer and we have a new family of
Resident Quakers – Philip, Thomasin,
Arthur and Rosalind, who was born
shortly after they moved into the flat.
With Robin, the child of the previous
resident Quakers born in the Meeting
House itself, Hampstead might be seen
to be adopting a policy where one or
both of any new Resident Friends has to be pregnant! We have an early morning meeting,
a midweek meeting and a Sunday meeting with a Children’s meeting every Sunday and a
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gathering of older children from across the whole of the Area Meeting on the First Sunday
of the month. We experiment successfully with all-age worship and will be holding a
Programmed meeting soon. Our ministry is one of welcome.
The early Quakers had an interpretation of Truth that we rarely speak about today – truth
was the path of a life, an arrow that flies true and straight and never wavers.
To trace the trajectories of the lives of our Friends once they fly beyond the windows of the
meeting house, we hosted a workshop during the summer. This experiment in sharing our
silent enthusiasms was led by one of Hampstead’s members and is now being shared
successfully throughout the country as a way to discover what is true & eternal in one
another.
During the year a digital catalogue of the library has been created, a newsletter was
published quarterly, we took part in the Open House architectural weekend, hired a stall at
the Hampstead Village Fair and took our children swimming in the Thames.
But our arrows fly far wider than this. There are people who are deeply engaged with Quaker
Homeless Action, with food banks, with Syrian Refugees, with propagating the meaning of
white poppies, with the liberal education of our children, with the Campaign against the Arms
Trade, with Peace Direct, with Otherness, and with embedding a Minister for Peace in the
Government. And then there are poets & academics, musicians & actors, mothers & carers
- people whose arrows fly inwards.
There is a famous story from the Vedas of a master archer. Everywhere were the signs of
his mastery, hundreds of painted targets with the arrow always in the centre of the bullseye,
and with the targets set in impossible positions, on treetops, round unnavigable corners, on
unattainable heights. When he was asked how his arrows flew so straight and true, he
answered that most people misunderstand the truth. They place a target and then try to hit
it. But he lets fly the arrow and wherever its path ends, there he draws the bullseye around
the arrowhead.
Muswell Hill Meeting
At the start of 2018, the Meeting was
very much affected by the recent death
of Geoffrey Rendle. He had been a
long-standing member and his death
was a very great loss to the Meeting.
We have planted some rose bushes in
the garden in his memory.
Also at the start of the year, we appointed a new Resident Quaker after one of the three had
left. However, this arrangement did not work out as well as we had all hoped, and the new
Resident Quaker left after a short time. Following this, the remaining two Resident Quakers
said they felt they could comfortably manage the workload between them for the moment.
We are now in the process of looking for replacements as one of the remaining RQs is due
to leave in the Autumn.
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Our Nominations Committee has faced a number of challenges, the most significant being
that we have been unable to find a Treasurer for the current year. We have made some
temporary arrangements to deal with this, but those will not be able to continue indefinitely.
Last year Elders and Overseers decided to work more closely together, and are now meeting
as one group while still maintaining separate Elder and Overseer roles. So far, the feeling
is that this is working well. At the same time, Nominations Committee is having difficulty in
finding people willing to serve as Elders and Overseers, and has had to adopt a flexible
approach in order to ensure that the needs of the meeting are met.
Numbers at Meeting for Worship have fluctuated during the year. We have had a small but
steady stream of enquirers, some staying, some not. Sadly, there are currently no children
attending the meeting.
During the year we had a number of evening discussion groups, including a series on using
the book ‘Quaker Renewal’ by Craig Barnett and we read ‘God, Words and Us’ in the spring
study group last year in preparation for last year’s BYM. After several years of having a short
‘afterword’ after every Meeting for Worship, we decided to end this arrangement, and instead
have a monthly ‘afterword’ for a longer period, conducted in ‘worship-sharing’ mode. These
too have been very well attended, and more than one participant has said they have felt
able to express their views and feelings in a way they would not have been able to in another
setting. By sharing in this way, sometimes at a very deep level, this has enabled us to
deepen our connections with one another.
One of our members has been doing the ‘Equipping for Ministry’ course, and used some of
her time to focus on the writings of Margaret Fell, and we have just started another study
group to look at that.
Following the decision of BYM to set up ‘Sanctuary Meetings’, we decided to become one.
Tottenham meeting had already become a ‘Sanctuary Meeting’ and as the two meetings are
in the same borough we are working together on this as far as possible.
So it has been a year of positives and negatives, but through it all we have continued to
nurture and support one another.
Mid-week Meeting for Worship at Friends House
The Thursday evening Meeting for Worship at Friends House was inspired by Quaker
Quest. Thursday was chosen to avoid a clash with Westminster midweek meetings. It is
under the care of NW London AM rather than Friends House Local Meeting.
We have met regularly on Thursdays throughout the year when Friends House has been
open, in the Worship Space in the Quaker Centre. Friends House lettings mean it is a busy
building during university term times and the Quaker Centre can sometimes be very noisy
due to the sheer number of people in that part of the building.
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The core of Friends who take responsibility for the meeting is small and they are always
grateful for support. There have been some changes since last year. The team has been
joined by two new Elders – Leasa Lambert from North London Area and Eudora Pascall
who lives in Germany and is ex-Friends House staff.
The weekly attendance has declined from last year, but there have been some good
discussions afterwards between those who have attended. There are some regular
members and attenders. We often have visiting Quakers from outside London, and from
overseas. It is important for students, for London Friends, for former Quaker Questors as
well as current ones, and complete newcomers.
We would like to mention Theresa, of the current Friends House staff. She has been very
supportive and helpful when there has been a last minute need to relocate from the Quaker
Centre to other rooms in Friends House, and also in providing good new notices for us.
Susan Seymour & John Shinebourne

London Friends Programmed Meeting for Worship (LFPMW)
We thank God the attendance in 2018 was above average. We received a good number of
visitors from outside and Friends from the silent meetings worshiping with us throughout the
year.
The highlights of the year were as follows:
 In August, two Friends went on the 1652 Quaker Pilgrimage, staying at Swarthmoor
Hall. It was an enlightening experience, knowing where Quakerism all started.
Walking in the footsteps of George Fox was humbling.
 In November we held a pre-wedding Meeting for Worship for our daughter Faith
Yiminyi, who got married on 20 April 2019. It was a good Meeting for Worship
attended by all Friends from the Programmed Meeting and family, friends and
relatives.
 In November too, our Friends Diana Anyika and Vincent Anyika visited Texas in the
USA and shared with us their experiences and photos after visiting Grassy Knoll and
Rosa Park.
Friends were pleased to receive photos from John Baraza, our previous clerk, in respect of
a Quaker church being built in his home village. Many Friends from our meeting contributed
funds towards this project, and we are looking forward to receiving photos of the finished
church this year.
The shared lunches throughout the year proved very popular and we were pleased to meet
and share with Friends at Friends House local meeting.
The low of the year was the passing away of David Henshaw, who attended our meetings
regularly and supported our meeting for many years. We will miss him very much and we
were delighted to have participated in his memorial service.
Amos Yimini
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Quaker Quest (Euston)
Quaker Quest is run by a core team that averaged about a dozen people during 2018 with
a managed churning of members. New people are sought out and invited to join while others
return after a period away and everyone steps down after a period of six years of continuous
service.
David Henshaw laid down his role as Clerk in January and died in August. Several members
of the Team attended the Inquest that recorded a death by suicide, to which we requested
the Coroner to add the note, ‘while his mind was clear and joyful’.
There were 489 recorded attendances of Questers during the year. The most people who
attended a single event were 32 (Mental Health). The average was 10 and the minimum
was 6. Their age, gender and ethnicity reflect cosmopolitan London far more accurately than
the Team itself who embody the body and the spirit of the Valiant over Sixty ….
Besides our regular cycle of topics we offered ‘specials’ on Prisons, Sex & Gender, Dying &
Death, Community and Mental Health.
In Spring we were contacted through our dedicated phone number by a theatre company
who were preparing ‘The Meeting’ a play about a group of early 19th Century Quakers. So
in June we presented a bespoke QQ event to the assembled company at their rehearsal
studio as they prepared for their opening at the Chichester Festival. On the issue of training
we were asked by Friends House to present a very short QQ to those who work at BYM.
This took place in September and was well attended - from the Recording Clerk to the
kitchen staff. Finally Quaker Quest Network (QQN) referred a request to us from Aylsham
Meeting in Norfolk to organise a training session on how to hold a QQ event and 3 members
of the Planning Team are organising this as an individual service.
An issue of Safeguarding arose during the year when someone who was being mentored
through the induction process that leads to joining the core team was discovered to have a
criminal conviction for fiduciary theft. We approached this issue with care both for our
Questors, many of whom are vulnerable, and also for the care of the applicant. When we
sat down and spoke with him he referred us for a character reference to his Overseer at his
local meeting who forwarded documents stating that the conviction was unsound and had
been overturned. However when we contacted the Criminal Cases Review Commission we
discovered that these documents that were intended to dispel our doubts over his fraudulent
past were themselves forgeries! The core team were troubled that this person presented a
potential threat to vulnerable people within the broader Quaker community and in
consequence instructed our clerk to communicate this concern to the clerk of his Area
Meeting, the Recording Clerk and the Clerk of Trustees of BYM.
We continue the tradition of holding Nurture and Reflection sessions to strengthen the work
& community of the core team and four were held during 2018 including one, for example,
on Non-Violent Communication.
Finding people to speak on particular topics can be challenging and so we are preparing a
database of potential speakers with particular enthusiasms or expertise. Like many of us in
2018 we were challenged by the new data protection legislation under GDPR, and are
seeking advice from Friends House on our database. We thank the members of Quaker
Quest Network for volunteering to speak, often at very short notice.
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Financially we are sound. In 2018 we had an Income of £1,701, Expenses of £1,440 and
ended the year with a Balance of £2,913.
Each year we send out a letter to local meetings inviting financial support and in 2018
donations varied from £25 to £500 while NW London Area Meeting, our parent body, has
expressed their support for our future should we require a grant.
How people come to QQE is monitored through our feedback forms but none the less
remains a mystery. In recent years we have tried displaying posters, distributing paper
leaflets, advertising through the Google search engine, and using Meet-up. Our lack of
presence on New Media led us to approach Jon Martin of Friends House to see if QQE
might appoint a part-time New Media Officer to deal with Twitter, Facebook, Instagram etc.
This simple enquiry has led to something far more far reaching and we are presently
exploring the possibility of appointing a Communications Officer under a joint initiative
between LQPT, London Quakers, Friends House and QQE. This initiative, although limited
to London at first, should be of interest to other Quaker bodies because QQE seeks an
audience of people outside the Religious Society of Friends and so is a rare example of pure
outreach.
Finally all those who serve on the core team at QQ gain an unforeseen benefit, a profound
understanding of what it is to live a Quaker life – a postgraduate qualification in being a
Quaker, if one might use an inappropriate analogy.
Tim Heath
Clerk of QQE
Jordans Burial Ground
During 2018 the committee lost two members: Selwyn Eagle, who died in early 2018; and
Rachel Ashton, who fell ill (and died in early 2019). Two more members replaced them in
2019.
New signage appeared in the burial ground: an information panel that gives a bit of history
of the ground, and two signs reading “Welcome to our Quaker Burial Ground. We appreciate
your respect.” We hope the latter will have some effect on deterring misbehaviour from
younger visitors from the area and the neighbouring youth hostel.
The Westminster Gates, which provided access from Jordans Lane, have been replaced by
two new gates and surrounding posts, paid for by part of a legacy from the late Mel Nash.
A revamped burial ground website went live in 2018, and redesigned leaflets have been
distributed to appropriate meeting houses (all designs done without charge by a fellow
Friend.) The Clerk also contacted meeting houses to place notices in their newsletters and
on Facebook pages. In these small ways we are attempting gently to publicise the existence
of Jordans Quaker Burial Ground so that Friends know it is available for use.
A number of quotations were received for potential upgrading of existing paths and creating
a new one to be wheelchair-accessible. The Clerk drafted a request to Jordans Meeting for
Business to see what their position is on revamping the paths, as they are part-owned by
the Meeting House. They replied with concern about the cost (£15,000) and how it might be
paid for, and a request for a more detailed report from the committee.
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There were 6 uses of the burial ground in 2018: 5 interments of ashes and
1 scattering.
Tracy Chevalier, Clerk, JQBG
9. Membership
In 2018 we welcomed 4 new members and 2 Friends transferring in. As a London Area
Meeting it is no surprise that 5 Friends transferred out to other meetings in Britain and we
had 2 resignations. Nine of our Friends died and so overall our members have decreased
by 10 to 181. Our total number of attenders stands at 175.
2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

Edgware
Finchley
Friends House (Euston)
Golders Green
Hampstead
Muswell Hill
Unattached

12
9
39
26
98
33
1
218

12
8
38
25
99
30
1
213

11
8
38
26
84
27
1
197

11
9
39
22
82
28
1
192

9
7
38
18
82
23
1
181

Programmed meeting
Regular adult attenders not in
membership
Regular child attenders
not in membership

12
122

11
135

10
153

6
153

15
144

40

46

42

42

31

10. Business Meetings
Meetings for Worship for Business are held by the Area Meeting every 2 months, to deal
with items of business, discuss shared concerns, and worship together.
It is the Area Meeting's responsibility to ensure that the local meetings conduct their affairs
and arrange public meetings for worship in accordance with the practices of the Religious
Society of Friends. Local meetings also hold their own business meetings, either monthly
or bi-monthly. Meetings for Worship for Business at area and local meeting level are open
to those not in membership with the agreement of the clerk of the meeting concerned.
Decisions at Business Meetings are not taken after a vote but, after contributions from those
present, the clerk (who facilitates the meeting) drafts a minute following Quaker practice:
summarising discussion and including any decision she or he discerns the meeting to have
made. This is submitted to the meeting in session for alteration or agreement.
11. Related Organisations
The main charity is the Area Meeting. Its constituents are our six local meetings and their
committees. The Area Meeting is one of 71 that cover England, Scotland and Wales and
which make up what is known as Britain Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers). This is commonly abbreviated to BYM and is the coordinating body and ultimate
authority on matters of church government.
The Area Meeting's relationship with London Quakers Property Trust has been described
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above under the heading Meeting Houses.
12. Financial Summary and Review
North West London Area Quaker Meeting continues to enjoy a solid financial position. After
reviewing the consolidated 2018 annual financial statements and expected cash-flows from
recurring donations, I can also confirm that North West London Area Quaker Meeting as a
whole is a going concern and has adequate reserves.
Net consolidated assets (AM and LM) at year-end fell from £227,604 in 2017 to £220,976 in
2018. This was largely due to a sharp drop of roughly £15,000 in the total market value of
investments at year-end.
Total consolidated income in 2018 was £91,736. (Total consolidated income in 2017
excluding the Kindlers was £131,956.) At the beginning of 2018 the assets and activities of
the Kindlers were transferred to an independent Quaker charity in York. In 2017 the Kindlers
had generated £15,607 in income.
However, after deducting exceptional one-time 2017 income as a result of (i) a change in
accounting for accrued Gift Aid, (ii) High Leigh conference fees paid by members and
attenders, (iii) contributions to the AM by other Quaker meetings for the Quaker Tapestry
project, and (iv) a one-time donation of £10,300 to Golders Green to create the Elisabeth
Brown restricted fund, total regularly recurring consolidated income excluding the Kindlers
was £94,743.
Total expenditures and transfers in 2018 amounted to about £88,400 in 2018, compared to
£128,000 in 2017.
However, if one excludes the roughly £21,000 total gross expenditures for the High Leigh
conference and the Quaker Tapestry in 2017, total regularly incurred consolidated
expenditures and transfers also excluding the Kindlers were £89,377 in 2017.
At year-end 2018 Edgware local meeting was closed. Its members joined either Finchley or
Golders Green local meeting. London Quakers Property Trust (LQPT) directly took over all
lettings activity at the Edgware premises with effect from 1 January 2019. Its investments
have been taken over by Area Meeting and once all outstanding payments to LQPT and
other creditors have been cleared any remaining cash reserves will be transferred to
Finchley Local Meeting.
2018 Sole Accounts
The North West London Area Quaker Meeting Sole Accounts detail the money received and
spent by Area Meeting (as opposed to local meetings) during 2018 and show the financial
positions at year-end 2018 and 2017. The Sole Accounts cover the Area Meeting’s General
Fund, which consists primarily of funds transferred by Local Meetings, and the Area
Meeting’s Designated and Restricted Funds. The Sole Accounts also show payments made
by Local Meetings to Area Meeting and passed on to London Quakers Property Trust.
The General Fund is used to cover Area Meeting expenses. The Area Meeting’s Designated
Inreach/Outreach Fund is primarily devoted to Inreach/Outreach but also includes our
reserves. After the transfer of the Kindlers activities to York, there are now two active
Restricted Fund accounts, which contain third-party grants which cannot be used for other
purposes. These are Quaker Quest (Euston) and London Friends Programmed Meeting for
Worship (LFPMW).

19

The AM General Fund
The AM General Fund received £40,871 from local meetings in 2017 and £38,211 in 2018.
Quota sent by Area Meeting to LQPT was £30,931.
AM General Fund expenses in 2018 included:
£ 317 for conferences and courses;
£995 for the examiner’s fees;
£194 for Meeting running expenses;
£3,437 for other miscellaneous expenses (primarily bookkeeping, refreshments at
officer meetings, newsletter printing and mailing and children’s activities); and
£350 was paid to London Quakers, £660 to Jordans Burial Ground, £600 to London West
AM for our share of the Burial Ground valuation and £200 to London Link.
At year-end 2018 the AM General Fund contained £5703 up from £5,478 at year-end 2017.
Designated Funds – Inreach/Outreach
The Inreach/Outreach fund was established in 2007 and has been funded with money
received from the release of centuries old endowment funds whose purpose had become
outdated, the sale of our share in the old Jordan’s farm property and legacies.
The Inreach/Outreach fund is earmarked for spiritual development as well as for inreach and
outreach by any or all of our local meetings or the Area Meeting. It was agreed that starting
in 2016 participation in young people’s events and representation of the AM at Quaker
conferences will be funded from the Inreach/Outreach fund.
In 2018, the Inreach/Outreach Fund had investment income of £2,416. However, due to
adverse changes in stock markets generally by year-end 2018 the market value of its
investments fell by £7,107. (The portfolio has regained much of this value during 2019.)
In 2018 the Inreach/Outreach fund spent £892 on a deposit for a High Leigh conference in
2019, a net amount of £2757 on the pilgrimage to 1652 country, £1500 as a donation to the
Kindlers in Yorkshire and £669 on conference costs and children’s activities.
The fund balance at the end of 2018 was £64,604 down from £75,113 at the end of 2017.
£5000 in investments were sold in each of 2018 and 2017.
The investment portfolio of Edgware LM was transferred to the AM Inreach/Outreach Fund
during 2019.
The Area Meeting has the discretion to undesignate the Inreach/Outreach Fund or to
designate it for other purposes.
Restricted Funds
In 2017 the Kindlers attracted contributions, grants and legacies of £9,510, generated
£7,470 in fee and literature sale receipts for a total income of £15,607 and had total
expenses 0f £17,627. At year-end the Kindler funds amounted to £1,794. The Kindlers fund
activities and assets were transferred to another Quaker charity in Yorkshire on 1 January
2018.
Quaker Quest (Euston) was holding approximately £2,580 at year-end 2018. Quaker Quest
received over £1350 in grants from several local meetings and £462 from book sales and
individual contributions. QQE’s main expenses are refreshments, publicity, books for sale
and speakers’ travel expenses, amounting to £1,556 in 2018.
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At year-end the London Friends Programmed Meeting for Worship Restricted Fund held
£452.
Golders Green has two restricted funds: the Loftus Hare fund to be used to support the
children of Golders Green LM and the Elisabeth Brown fund to support attendance at
retreats. These funds are reported in the consolidated AM accounts.
2018 Consolidated Accounts
The consolidated accounts bring together the AM Sole Accounts (General Fund, the
Designated Fund for Inreach/Outreach and the Restricted Funds) with the individual
accounts from each of the local meetings. Each local meeting approves its own accounts
at a Meeting for Business. Funds held by local meetings are shown as Designated Funds
in the AM Consolidated Accounts until actually transferred to Area Meeting since until that
time the funds held by a particular meeting are designated for use by that meeting.
Local Meetings
Details of the income and expenditure of the local meetings are set forth in Note 2 to the AM
Consolidated Accounts.
Total local meeting voluntary income receipts in 2018 were £68,640 (The receipts in 2017
were £82,777, but without the exceptional one time donation to Golders Green of £10,300
would have been £72,477.)
Total consolidated (AM and LM) receipts in 2018 were £91,736. (Consolidated receipts
amounted to £147,563 in 2017. However, when adjusted to take out the one time receipts
described at the beginning of this report and Kindlers income, total 2017 recurring
consolidated receipts would have been, very roughly, on the order of £85,000.)
Total consolidated (AM and LM) direct expenses in 2018 fell from £95,331 in 2017 to £59,935
in 2018.
Total consolidated (AM and LM) direct expenses in 2018 fell from £95,331 in 2017 to £59,935
in 2018. The higher expense in 2017 was largely attributable to High Leigh and the Quaker
Tapestry Project. If those expenses and the Kindlers 2017 expenses are taken out, 2017
and 2018 expenses were comparable.
Local meetings transferred a total of £27,291 to Britain Yearly Meeting (BYM) in 2017 and
£19,000 in 2018. (Friends House LM did not transfer funds to BYM in 2016 and therefore
transferred £5,500 in 2017. Hampstead transferred an additional £7000 to BYM in early
January 2019.)
Total 2018 transfers to other Quaker groups were £6929, including the £1,794 transferred
from the AM Kindlers account to the Kindlers in Yorkshire.
Net lettings paid directly to LQPT amounted to £83,903, somewhat down from £99,960 in
2017because Hampstead meeting house was not available for lettings during building work.
At year-end 2018 local meetings had total funds (excluding the £19,724 Golders Green
Restricted Loftus Hare Fund and £9,421 Elisabeth Brown Fund) of £118,492 compared to
£109,637 in 2017.
At year-end 2017 the Area Meeting and local meetings together held £127,817 in bank
accounts and £90,688 (down from £105,635 in 2017) in investments. After taking into
account creditors and debtors, total consolidated assets less liabilities at year-end 2018
amounted to £220,976 (down from £227,604 at year-end 2017). The decrease was mostly
due to the fall in the market value of investments during 2018.
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Jordan’s Burial Ground
Our Area Meeting inherited a 50% ownership interest in Jordan’s Burial Ground at Jordans
Buckinghamshire. A 2018 valuation estimated a £17,000 market value for this land.
The Burial Ground is managed by a committee composed of representatives of three Area
Meetings (the owners North West London AM and London West AM, and the local Chilterns
AM which is also allowed to use it). Each year each AM contributes roughly one third of any
net operating loss (very roughly the £1900 Burial Ground maintenance cost) as projected
and set by the Burial Ground Committee.
The three AM contributions set for each of 2018 and 2017 totalled £1890.
The Jordans Burial Ground accounts are prepared by or on behalf of the committee and are
examined by a separate examiner. We have received the examiner’s report for 2018, but
have not ourselves reviewed any committee financial records.
According to the examined accounts that we have received, in 2018 the Burial Ground
operations had £8464 In revenues (including contributions by the AMs) compared to £7861
in 2017, and expenses of £8404 compared to £7413 in 2017. This resulted in a £60 net
operating profit. Investments suffered a £290 in unrealised market value in 2018.
At year-end 2018 the Jordans Burial Ground operation had reserves of £12,411 (compared
to 12,461 at year-end 2017),including cash at CAF Bank of £972, debtors of £4659 and units
in COIF Charities Ethical Investment Fund valued at £6810. The use of these reserves is
controlled by the joint Burial Ground committee.
As these funds are not controlled by our Area Meeting they have not been fully consolidated
in our accounts.
13. Fund-Raising and Grant-Making
Funds for the charitable purposes of the organisation are generated by:
1. making requests by letter on an annual basis to Members of the Area Meeting and
to regular Attenders at local meetings.
2. holding collections at local meetings for general running costs after Meeting for
Worship.
3. holding special fund-raising events e.g. book sales and collections at special events
e.g. social occasions, talks and discussion groups.
This fund-raising activity is carried out by the local meetings, rather than by the Area
Meeting.
Local meetings may also invite their members and attenders to contribute separately to a
variety of charitable causes, chosen by them. These include national and local Quaker and
Quaker-associated charities and other organisations that undertake work in accordance with
our testimonies to peace and equality.
14. How Expenditure has Supported Objectives
Unless otherwise specified by the donor, funds collected from Members and Attenders are
used in the first instance to pay the running costs of both Area Meeting and our local
meetings and to contribute to London Quakers Property Trust, to help with the maintenance
of all Meeting Houses in London, including those used by our local meetings. The net
income from lettings, after expenses, also goes to London Quakers Property Trust. The
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majority of the remaining funds collected is sent to maintain and further the work, religious
and charitable, of our central organisation, Britain Yearly Meeting.
The main expenditure has been:
 Contribution to the maintenance, repair and improvement of properties by London
Quakers Property Trust.
 Financial provision for educational courses designed to enable spiritual development
and facilitate the work of the Society.
 Donations to Quaker organisations furthering the religious and charitable purposes
of the Religious Society of Friends.
15. Reserves and Investment Policies
Our Reserves policy, adopted in 2007 is that Area and Local Meetings should hold a cash
reserve sufficient to meet their expenses in the next half year. It is reviewed annually.
Our investment policy was also adopted in 2007:
 investments and banking assets should be broadly in line with Quaker peace and
social testimonies, but a practicable current account is necessary.
 funds may be held for endowments where only income can be spent, for specific
purposes and projects (restricted and designated funds), for management of cash
flow and for future contingencies.
 money held for future contingencies should be invested to maximise income subject
to maintaining capital value and ethical criteria, or invested with a lower return to
further Quaker testimonies, or even lent at zero interest for Quaker purposes.
 investment policy should be reviewed every five years.
An investment committee of two Quakers advises on the Area Meeting's investment funds.
Environmental and other ethical considerations are considered paramount. We have
therefore decided against investments in fossil fuels and West Bank enterprises .
16. Data Protection
Local meetings are asked every year to confirm that they have followed the principles of
data protection. Each local meeting ensures that the names and contact details on its list
are correct and that everyone on it can see and approve its contents. Every visitors’ book
has a statement explaining the use which will be made of entries written in it, and that the
book itself is stored securely out of public sight during the week. During 2018, a new policy
for data protection was adopted by the Area Meeting so that our systems remain compliant
with new data protection legislation. A full revision of our membership list was completed.
17. Plans for 2019
In addition to the activities in each local meeting (described in Section 8), plans include:
 Planning another residential weekend conference at High Leigh, 12-14 July 2019, to
promote community and fellowship in the Area Meeting.
 Continuing to support attendance by adults and children at Quaker conferences
 Encouraging further cooperation between our Local Meetings on management of
premises.
 Considering London-wide measures for simplifying our administration and
governance.
 Running our local and area meeting accounts with the Paxton accounting system,
with the professional help of a part-time bookkeeper.
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Continuing to support Quaker Quest.

18. Further Information
Further information is available from the Clerk of Trustees, or from our website
www.nwlondonquakers.org.uk
Copies of the following can be found on the website:
Our governing document
Area Meeting Risk Register
Policy for Safeguarding Children and Young People and Vulnerable Adults
Reserves and Investment Policy
Conflict of Interest Policy
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